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A Very Different Kind of 
Consulting Company

Aboriginal communities across Canada are working 
hard to secure their future within Canada's 
developing economy. The attitude of government 

and industry has changed dramatically in the last decade, and there is now a real desire to work collaboratively with 
Aboriginal communities and businesses to create equitable partnerships.

But, without the immediate business resources to manage the demands of future growth and uptake on opportunities, 
growth could be too slow, and these business opportunities could disappear.

Aboriginal Capacity Builders provides these resources through a team of expert business development and 
management service providers. We specialize in improving the human infrastructure capacity of Canadian Aboriginal 
communities and businesses, making them more viable, efficient, and profitable.

Our team members are all successful professionals in business consulting, the financial sector, construction, 
engineering and environmental industries, and are extremely well known and respected in the Aboriginal business 
world. Collectively, we have accumulated over 300 years of dedicated work with Aboriginal communities and 
businesses across Canada as business advisors, strategists, facilitators, and advocates.

“We Provide Investment and Create 
Profits for all of our First Nations Clients.” 

If your community or development corporation needs assistance with investment, capacity 
building, strategic planning, the creation of business partnerships, negotiations with 
proponents, land development or joint ventures, contact us to see how we can help.

Call us toll free: 1.866.284.8322 or 
email: geoff@aboriginalcapacitybuilders.com 

Geoff Greenwell,
President

Robert Louie,
Chairman

Aboriginal
Capacity Builders Ltd.

ACBACB
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Business Opportunities on 
offer at NABOC Vancouver
The following business opportunities will be 
available at the event:

Ÿ Design and construction of numerous 
buildings in First Nations communities who 
are attending

Ÿ Commodity supplier opportunities with 
numerous First Nations 

Ÿ The purchase of a number of Tree Farm 
Licenses 

Ÿ Renewable energy project construction, 
investment, ownership and operation

Ÿ Fuel Distribution

Ÿ Cryptocurrency investment

Ÿ Cannabis manufacturing and retail 
operation

Ÿ Travel industry partnerships

Ÿ Investment capital for land development

Ÿ Helicopter industry partnerships

Ÿ Environmental, engineering and Geotech 
partnerships

Ÿ Construction industry partnerships

Ÿ Support, mentoring and training for 
entrepreneurs

Ÿ Electric vehicle charging station partnerships

Ÿ Well established horticultural business for 
sale

Ÿ Procurement opportunities with the federal 
government

Ÿ Documentary series production services

Ÿ Logistics industry partnerships

Ÿ Ownership in a national insurance industry 
cooperative 

Ÿ Camp catering and services partnerships

Ÿ Mobile medic partnerships

Ÿ Private hospital investment opportunity

Ÿ Sovereign casino operations

and many others are available at the 
conference!

BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIES



 

WELCOME TO THE 
2023 NABOC VANCOUVER

Since our very first National Aboriginal Business Opportunities Conference 
(NABOC) in Kelowna in 2008, we've continued to bring together Aboriginal and 
private sector business groups in supportive settings to encourage the 
formation of equitable business partnerships and joint ventures. 
Fast forward 15 years, and here we are at the River Rock Resort running our 
57th event in the NABOC series. Over the years we've run a variety of 
Aboriginal tourism, leadership, gas station, information technology and land 
development conferences, as well as our generic NABOC business networking 
events. 
All of our events are business focused, and we have tried very hard over the 
years to create the very best experiences we could for all of our delegates.
For me personally, as the main driving force behind the conferences, the last 
15 years has been a wonderful and progressive journey. Through my 
consulting work, I have travelled to many First Nations and Metis communities, 
as well as spending lengthy periods of time in the high Arctic working with 
Inuit business groups. Visiting all of these Aboriginal communities made me 
really appreciate how hard the struggle has been for them during Canada's 156 
years of confederation. 
The time for reconciliation is long overdue, we cannot continue this unfairly 
lopsided relationship with our Aboriginal neighbours and friends. All 
Aboriginal people should have the same rights and freedoms, quality of life and 
expectations as any other Canadian. Sharing profits and benefits with our 
Aboriginal business partners is a very positive step forward in re-enfranchising 
Aboriginal people and their communities. 
Through sharing business profits, we can help raise up those young Aboriginal 
people who need our help to achieve their real potential in life. 
The theme of this year's NABOC Vancouver is “Working Together Towards 
Reconciliation,” and our agenda has a number of presentations and workshops 
that reflect this theme. The agenda also includes partnership, investment and 
supplier opportunities as well as valuable “Best Practices” information. 
By popular demand, we've brought back Bitterly Divine and Uncle Joe and the 
Nephews to entertain us at the hospitality event and banquet dinner. A big thank 
you to all of the sponsors of this event who stepped up to support our ongoing 
mission of “Creating Equitable Business Relationships with Canada's First 
Peoples,” we greatly appreciate your support. 
We've structured the agenda so that all of our plenary sessions are in the 
mornings, allowing for lots of networking time in the afternoons on the 29th 
and 30th. Make the most of your time with us and spend the afternoons visiting 
the tradeshow and networking with other delegates.
We recognize that at the River Rock Resort we are in the traditional territory of 
the Musqueam Nation, and we are very grateful to Elder Thelma Stogan for 
welcoming us into their territory and participating in the conference. A very 
warm welcome to all of our delegates and we hope you really enjoy your time 
with us.

Geoff Greenwel l
CEO, 2G Group
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The theme of this year's NABOC Vancouver is 

“Working Together Towards Reconciliation,” 

and our agenda has a number of presentations 

and workshops that reflect this theme. The 

agenda also includes partnership, investment 

and supplier opportunities as well as valuable 

“Best Practices” information. 

By popular demand, we've brought back 

Bitterly Divine and Uncle Joe and the 

Nephews to entertain us at the hospitality 

event and banquet dinner. A big thank you to 

all of the sponsors of this event who stepped 

up to support our ongoing mission of 

“Creating Equitable Business Relationships 

with Canada's First Peoples,” we greatly 

appreciate your support. 

We've structured the agenda so that all of our 

plenary sessions are in the mornings, 

allowing for lots of networking time in the 

afternoons on the 29th and 30th. Make the 

most of your time with us and spend the 

afternoons visiting the tradeshow and 

networking with other delegates.

We recognize that at the River Rock Resort we 

are in the traditional territory of the 

Musqueam Nation, and we are very grateful to 

Elder Thelma Stogan for welcoming us into 

their territory and participating in the 

conference. A very warm welcome to all of our 

delegates and we hope you really enjoy your 

time with us.
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GEOFF GREENWELL
CEO, 2G GROUP OF COMPANIES

Geoff Greenwell, MBA, CEO of 2G Group of companies 

has been working globally as a negotiator, facilitator and 

strategic planner for over 35 years. Geoff came to 

Canada in 1992 and since that time has worked 

extensively for Governments, Aboriginal Groups, NGO's 

and Private Sector organizations as a trusted business 

advisor. 

He was also a two-term municipal councillor in the District 

of Lake Country (British Columbia) and chaired the 

district's affordable housing and economic development 

committees from 2006 - 2012. Prior to coming to Canada, 

Geoff worked for twelve years in the Middle East, Africa, 

Southeast Asia and South America as a senior advisor for 

a consultancy firm that provided negotiating and research 

support to multinational energy companies. 

Geoff formed  in 2001 and works collaboratively 2G Group

with a team of expert associates who offer a variety of 

services to government, Aboriginal and corporate clients.

In 2018 Geoff partnered with the Ecora Group to create 

Aboriginal Capacity Builders (ACB), a consulting firm with 

a new approach to working with Aboriginal communities. 

Since inception the company has had great success in 

helping Aboriginal communities and businesses increase 

their capacity to develop profitable business ventures. 

The ACB team's areas of expertise include providing 

economic development/business advice, training, 

facilitation, strategic planning, corporate visioning, 

marketing, business planning, negotiating and mediation, 

research and project management. Collectively, the ACB 

team has created in excess of 300 partnerships and joint 

ventures between industry and Aboriginal business 

groups. 

NATIONAL ABORIGINAL BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES CONFERENCE
Group
OF COMPANIES

Geoff has accomplished many unique things in his life and is 

renowned as a true business visionary for his record of 

success with projects that he has led. Geoff specializes in 

taking projects 'from the drawing board' and bringing them to 

life. His development of the Aboriginal Marketplace 

networking and conference platform and the NABOC 

conference series are ongoing examples of unique ideas that 

he has turned into successful business ventures. He is the 

consummate networker, always looking to connect people 

and ideas, and his enthusiasm for creating equitable 

business partnerships between Aboriginal and private sector 

business groups rubs off on everyone who meets him. 

ACB offers their services globally and some recent notable 

clients include: Governments of New Brunswick, NWT and 

Nunavut, Northern Savings and Credit Union, Jardine Lloyd 

Thompson PLC, Lloyd & Partners (UK) PLC, Alterna Energy, 

Syntaris Power, Nigaani Air of Ontario, Okanagan Nation 

Alliance, Scuka Enterprises, Tsleil-Waututh Nation, The 

Blended Capital Group UK, Niche Media Group, Stuart Olson 

Dominion Construction, BFL Canada, Peace Country Fuels, 

St'at'imc Government, Cheam First Nation, Shackan Indian 

Band, Bloom Community Cannabis Corp, Neskonlith Indian 

Band, Sta'at'imc Government Services and the Upper Nicola 

Band. 

Geoff and the entire ACB team have assisted these clients, 

and many others, with their respective goals and helped 

them make informed decisions and achieve critical 

milestones within their organizations.  

Talk to Geoff, and other members of the ACB team who will 

be at the conference, about your organization’s needs and 

we'll work with you to help you reach your goals.

www.aboriginalcapacitybuilders.com

Your Conference Host and Organizer

Aboriginal
CapacityBuilders Ltd.

ACBACB







6:00 - 9:00PM

WELCOME RECEPTION AND 
DELEGATE REGISTRATION IN 
THE RIVER ROCK THEATRE

MARCH 28

Join us for drinks and appetizers at our Welcome 
Reception hosted by Allteck Limited Partnership 
in the spectacular River Rock Theatre

Sponsored by Allteck Limited Partnership 

20MARCH 28 - 30, RIVER ROCK CASINO RESORTVancouver 2023

WELCOME



7:30 - 8:30AM

Conference Day 1  
MARCH 29th

Breakfast, Delegate Registration and Tradeshow Opens

Sponsored by Xpera 

21MARCH 28 - 30, RIVER ROCK CASINO RESORT

8:30 - 8:50AM Opening Prayer and Welcome to the 
Musqueam Territory 

Vancouver 2023

RIVER ROCK THEATRE

ELDER THELMA STOGAN
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Business Pitch 1 – Raising Money for Projects and 
Acquisitions – Introducing the First Peoples Venture Capital 
Corporation Investment Pool

MARCH 28 - 30, RIVER ROCK CASINO RESORT

8:50 9: - 10AM

Vancouver 2023

DAVID BERRY
President, First Peoples 
Venture Capital Corp

David Berry is a finance investment specialist and still 
is widely regarded as the most successful trader in 
Canadian History. Over his 10 year career at Scotia 
Bank trading its largest proprietary book from 1995-
2005 Mr Berry increased Scotia’s market share from 
virtual obscurity to approximately 70%, numbers 
unprecedented in history in any market and numbers 
that have never been even closely rivaled since. 

Mr Berry was also responsible for over 40% of the 
bottom line P&L for the entire institutional equity 
department of Scotia Capital during those years 
earning in excess of $75 million each year for the 
bank, again numbers unprecedented to that that point 
and not rivalled since. His unique abilities allowed 
him to command a compensation package which 
resulted in him becoming the highest paid employee 
at ScotiaBank and the highest paid trader in Canada. 
Since leaving Scotia, Mr Berry has been investing his 
personal capital and largely takes active roles in his 
investments. Mr Berry has investments in a broad 
number of fields including Technology, resources, 
Real Estate, Medical technology and biotechnology. 
Mr Berry is founder and lead investor of Terrafarma 
inc, Thrive cannabis, Alexa translations and is a 
partner with Mizrahi Developments inc.

BLAIR LOWTHER

Blair was formerly a corporate lawyer at one of the largest 
law firms in Canada, where he advised companies listed on 
the NYSE, Nasdaq, TSX, TSX-V and CSE. He is an expert in 
structuring financial, operational and legal strategies for 
businesses seeking to expand their operations and 
maximize shareholder value. Blair has a Bachelor of Arts 
degree (BA) and a Juris Doctor degree  (JD) from the 
University of British Columbia and is a member of the Law 
Society of British Columbia. Blair currently works as 
General Counsel for Ecora Engineering & Resource Group, 
principal of BCL Law, and CEO of First Canadian 
Indigenous Opportunities Corp. Blair is also actively 
involved in the not-for-profit sector, including as Chairman 
of Sport BC and as a director of the Canadian Soccer 
Foundation.

Business Pitches 1 to 9

A syndicated investment pool offering either monthly dividends or long-term equity in projects and 
businesses. Supported by Indigenous community and industry investment, dedicated to lending to 
Indigenous owned and led projects, is long overdue in Canada.

“Nations-Supporting-Nations” is the concept behind the company. Indigenous communities and 
projects can invest in the fund and get guaranteed rates of return and they can also get investment 
capital from the fund at competitive rates. 

Unlike other more traditional forms of investments, the fund is solely focused on the project being 
financed and does not require security from other community assets. 

This presentation will explain the scope of the fund and the opportunities it presents.

General Counsel, First Peoples 
Venture Capital Corp

FIRST PEOPLES
VENTURE CAPITAL CORP

Presenters
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Business Pitch 2 – The Reach Group

MARCH 28 - 30, RIVER ROCK CASINO RESORT

9:15 9: - 45AM

Vancouver 2023

LEONARD JACKSON
Business

Business Pitches 1 to 9

The Reach Group is a collective of professionals working with Indigenous communities and 
Industry on the path to reconciliation and mutual prosperity. We walk in two worlds: within the 
historical and cultural contexts of our ancestors and within our respective professions. We are 
business consultants, lawyers, mental health professionals, and educators; all of us advocating 
for and negotiating fair outcomes; building capacity; and removing barriers to community and 
economic growth. Join us to learn more about the work we are doing to create common 
connections, meaningful opportunities, and successful Indigenous-Industry relationships.

Presenters

DEREK ORR
Business

MERLE ALEXANDER
Law

SHANNON SERVOS

CARISSA JACKSON
Mental Health

SHERYL RIVERS
Mental Health Cultural Education
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Business Pitches 1 to 9

Business Pitch 3 – Choice Hotels Canada9:50 10: - 15AM

BRIAN LEON
Chief Executive Officer, 
Choice Hotels Canada

Brian Leon is Chief Executive Officer of Choice Hotels Canada. With over 350 hotels open 
or under development under the Comfort, Quality, Ascend Hotel Collection, Clarion, Clarion 
Pointe, Econo Lodge, Sleep Inn, and Rodeway Inn brands, Choice Hotels is one of Canada's 
largest hotel chains and franchisors.

Prior to joining Choice in 2007, Brian had an extensive background in the Canadian 
franchise industry.  He holds an Honours Bachelor of Arts degree from the Ivey School of 
Business. Brian is a member of the Board of Directors of the Hotel Association of Canada, 
and currently serves on the Executive Committee and as Treasurer.  He is the former Vice-
Chair of the Board of Directors of the Canadian Franchise Association, former Vice-Chair of 
the Board of Directors of the Canadian Cancer Society Toronto District, and former Chair of 
the Board of Directors of Canadian Feed the Children, an international children's aid 
organization.

Choice Hotels Canada is one of Canada's largest hotel franchising companies.  We are interested in 
collaborating with First Nations across Canada to identify opportunities to develop hotels that provide 
meaningful benefits to their communities.

Choice Hotels Canada has worked with First Nations communities developing hotels that reflect the 
culture of Indigenous People.  Our objective is to become valued partners with First Nations groups to 
establish long-term relationships that provide excellent value to the communities that we are working 
together with. Choice Hotels Canada is committed to being a leader by providing training services and 
support to create good employment opportunities for First Nations people. We provide a Canada-
based team that supports our franchisees. We're also part of Choice Hotels International, which 
franchises more than 7,500 hotels in 46 countries and territories worldwide.  We have the tools and 
resources needed for you to achieve hospitality excellence!

Presenter
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10: 10:20 - 45AM

Vancouver 2023

Business Pitches 1 to 9

10: 11:1545- AM Networking and Refreshment Break
Sponsored by Wilson M. Beck 
Insurance Services

WILSON M. BECK
INSURANCE SERVICES

Business Pitch  – Colliers Project Leaders4

The Road to Success: A Strategic Approach to Driving 
Community Projects 

Most available funding programs are oversubscribed and competitive. In addition, crucial steps 
in the project development process are often underestimated or missed entirely. It is imperative 
for organizations to clearly define their objectives and have a thorough understanding of the 
funding programs available to them. Ultimately, we all have a shared goal to drive capital 
projects that meet the unique needs of the community and its members. Join this session to learn 
about effective strategies to help move your projects forward and bring your visions to life. 

Presenter

DARCY DUPONT 
Business Development 
Manager - Indigenous Business

Darcy Dupont brings over 20 years of experience in creating, managing, and participating in 
partnership programs. With his operational and managerial experience, he provides a 
strong leadership foundation in working with the public sector, not-for-profit organizations, 
and First Nations to drive results that ultimately support both community and financial 
goals. In his role as a Business Development Manager – Indigenous Communities at 
Colliers Project Leaders, Darcy focuses on creating lasting partnerships with First Nations 
to understand their unique needs and provide exceptional project development support. 
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Business Pitch 5 – Khowutzun Development Corporation 

MARCH 28 - 30, RIVER ROCK CASINO RESORT

11: 11:15 - 35AM

Vancouver 2023

JODEE DICK
CEO, Khowutzun 
Development Corporation

Business Pitches 1 to 9

KDC has been working with industry to change how construction is being done.  We have 
partnerships with over 10 industry leaders and are currently working with Houle and Chandos on 
the new Aboriginal Law Centre at UVIC (first one of its kind), Urban One on the New High School 
in Duncan and the new residence for Vancouver Island University in Comox, as well as with Ellis 
Don on the new Hospital in Duncan. This presentation will explain how KDC has managed to 
create these successes.

Presenters

 RENÉE OLSON, CPM, MBA  
Director, Special Projects, Khowutzun 
Development Corporation 

Renée is an optimist who leads with curiosity and kindness and who is known for her 
collaborative spirit and creative problem-solving abilities. As Special Projects 
Director with Khowutzun Development Corporation (KDC), she is deeply committed to 
her work with the Roundtable. She is honored to be welcomed by the community and 
to participate in meaningful engagement that is a catalyst for opportunity within 
KDC's future-focused vision. Renée is also Education Director with Women in 
Construction (WiC) Victoria chapter, and it is her passion to engage women to 
explore the many opportunities that exist within the construction industry. 

Renée's 20 years of experience with General Contractors and Developers, has 
afforded her the opportunity to work with leaders who have inspired her whilst 
managing the construction of significant commercial and institutional projects in 
Western Canada. After a successful career as a Project Manager, she is now in the 
unique position to leverage her vast network for the greater good. 

Renée's natural curiosity for the world that we live and work in and her genuine love 
of a good story is what drives her. 

Jodee Dick brings over 34 years' experience in Federal lands, governance and 
economic development to the Khowutzun Development Corporation (KDC).  Jodee is 
a member of the Weiwaikum First Nation in Campbell River and has worked with 
many First Nations over the past 30 years.  Creating economic stability within our 
communities is a passion and a priority for Jodee.  To fulfil this passion, Jodee 
developed the Roundtable approach to development in Cowichan Tribes, where the 
Citizen-owned companies would all have equal opportunity to participate in the scope 
of work secured by KDC and the Nation. Taking that even further, creating a 
roundtable approach to our industry partnerships and to the projects that we work on.   
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Business Pitches 1 to 9

Business Pitch 6 – Wyndham Hotels and Resorts Inc

PETER LEE
Vice-President Brand Development
Wyndham Hotels and Resorts Inc

Meaningful and successful Industry- First Nations partnerships do exist. I've 
helped to create many of them. They take time and effort to build, foster and 
grow, and require the willingness and commitment of both parties to see and 
hear the world from the other’s perspective.

  Wyndham Hotels & Resorts (NYSE: WH) is the world's largest hotel franchising company by the 
number of properties, with approximately 9,100 hotels across over 95 countries on six continents. 
We are also the largest in Canada with over 490 hotels . Through its network of approximately 
843,000 rooms appealing to the everyday traveler, Wyndham commands a leading presence in 
the economy and midscale segments of the lodging industry. The Company operates a portfolio 
of 24 hotel brands, including Super 8®, Ramada®, Microtel®, La Quinta®, Baymont®, 
Wingate®, Hawthorn Suites®, Trademark Collection® and Wyndham®. The Company's award-
winning Wyndham Rewards loyalty program offers nearly 100 million enrolled members the 
opportunity to redeem points at thousands of hotels, vacation club resorts and vacation rentals 
globally. 

11:35AM - NOON

Presenter



Buffet Lunch and Networking Break - Enjoy The Sumptuous 
Fare From Executive Chef Tobin Boothe
Sponsored by Wyndham Hotels & Resorts

Noon – 12:45PM
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Keynote Lunch Speaker 12:45 1: - 15PM

TIM LARONDE
National Director Indigenous Strategies
Chandos Construction (Toronto, ON)

Tim is Anishinaabe from Nipissing First Nation, located in the Robinson Huron Treaty area. He 
has worked in the business services industry for more than 25 years with experience in 
business development, negotiation strategies and building capacity through meaningful and 
respectful relationships with the Indigenous community. He made the move into the 
construction industry as he saw an opportunity to create wealth in communities and collaborate 
with Nations on their journey towards self determination. As the National Director, Indigenous 
Strategies with Chandos Construction, Tim's mandate involves building capacity with 
Indigenous communities by increasing Indigenous procurement and enhancing Indigenous 
talent. Tim is passionate about sharing Indigenous history and values through cultural 
awareness discussions, presentations and speaking engagements. 

Tim is the Secretary Treasurer for the Anishnawbe Health Foundation, in Toronto, and has been 
a Board member since 2019. He served on the Board of Directors for Canadian Council for 
Aboriginal Business and was a Community Trustee with the Nipissing 2013 Boundary Claim 
Trust where he continues to volunteer with his community. Tim successfully completed the 
AFOA Harvard Business School program - Leading People and Investing to Build Sustainable 
Communities and shares his experience with Indigenous communities. He is passionate about 
wealth creation for Indigenous people and is an ally for Indigenous Women in leadership roles 
and in the trades. Tim always enjoys the opportunity to give back and share knowledge with 
Indigenous communities.

Indigenous engagement:
Understanding the cultural differences. 
Reconciliation happens when we understand the truth. Building authentic 
relationships with Indigenous communities takes time, mutual trust and 
understanding the history. Tim will share success stories on effective 
Indigenous engagement and how this impacts 
wealth creation in Indigenous communities. 



Delegates have the afternoon to network with each other 
and visit with our tradeshow exhibitors.

1:20 – 4:30PM
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Workshop – Chandos Construction 1:45 2: - 45PM

Whistler Ballroom C

How Integrated Project Delivery (IPD) and Private Sector 
Financial Participation Can Unlock Development 
Potential in Your Communities
Our team offers a unique, comprehensive solution to assist in unlocking the development potential 
of land within your communities.  Join Aleksi Makila of Chandos Construction and Ron Zink of Corix 
Utilities to learn about our process, which, combines the long-term thinking inherent in the 
framework of private sector financial participation and the collaboration embedded in projects 
through the use of Integrated Project Delivery (IPD). Shannon Ralfs, Executive Director 
Infrastructure and Capital Projects for Malahat First Nation, will share takeaway's from a recent 
experience working with our team on an infrastructure development within Malahat Nation's 
community. They will speak to the benefits of collaboration, how to get cost & user rate certainty, 
key aspects of Corix' financing model and how this can assist in unlocking the development 
potential of land within your communities. 

RON ZINK
Director, Financial Development 
Corix Utilities Inc.

ALEKSI MAKILA
Director,
Chandos Construction Ltd.

Presenters



Sponsored by First Peoples Venture Capital Corp.
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Hospitality Event and Networking Session4:30 7: - 30PM

FIRST PEOPLES
VENTURE CAPITAL CORP

Enjoy the music of Shawn Bullshields

Shawn Bullshields was born and raised in Southern Alberta, a member of the 
Blackfoot Nation. In 2010, he began pursuing music professionally in 
Vancouver.  Since 2015 Shawn has been performing full time on Granville 
Island; he is a singer/guitarist and has a natural charisma and professional 
delivery that combines a repertoire of songs from the genres of pop, blues, 
country and folk: 

The point where they intersect is through his masterful singing voice.  He 
commands instant attention because his voice conveys the truth, beauty and 
deep meaning within each song, expressed with the full weight of his 
personal life experiences.  
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7:30 - 8:30AM

Conference Day 2  
MARCH 30th

Breakfast, Delegate Registration and Tradeshow Opens 

Sponsored by Aboriginal Capacity Builders 

Aboriginal
CapacityBuilders Ltd.

ACBACB

RIVER ROCK THEATRE



8:35- 9:00AM

Presenters

Futurpreneur Canada supports Indigenous entrepreneurs aged 18-39, helping them 
launch or buy their own businesses through business planning resources, financing, and 
mentorship for up to two years. The Indigenous Entrepreneur Startup Program (IESP) 
team is dedicated to helping young and aspiring Indigenous entrepreneurs bring their 
business dreams to life.

In partnership with Youth Business International (YBI) and Accenture, Futurpreneur's 
IESP is expanding to include new programming, including Ohpikiwin: Journey to financial 
empowerment. A series of education workshops that focus on Indigenous economic 
inclusion and resilience to assist young Indigenous aspiring entrepreneurs in developing 
their business financial capacity and entrepreneurship skills. The result will be that the 
participants will be prepared to take actionable steps to shape their financial 
environments through personal sustainability

HOLLY
ATJECOUTAY
Director of the 
Indigenous 
Entrepreneur Startup 
Program, Futurpreneur 

MELISSA 
GLADUE

Holly is the Director of the Indigenous Entrepreneur Startup Program at Futurpreneur. 
Holly is Cree and Saulteaux from Cowessess First Nation in Treaty 4 territory in 
Saskatchewan and is proud and honoured to call Mohkinstsis (Calgary) in Treaty 7 
territory her home. Holly holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree in English with a minor in 
Indigenous Studies. Her background is in Oil and Gas, Non-profit, Legal, and Community 
Economic Development, and she has always worked within and alongside rural and urban 
Indigenous Communities.

Holly relies heavily on the amazing Indigenous Entrepreneur Startup Program Team to 
provide invaluable support, resources, and programming to Indigenous Young 
Entrepreneurs nationwide with the startup of their businesses. Holly guides the team to 
success, maintains important relationships and collaboration with partners, and ensures 
that every First Nations, Métis, Inuit, and Indigenous community in Canada is aware of 
the services that are offered at Futurpreneur.

Holly's main passion and driving force is challenging and breaking stereotypes of First 
Nations peoples in mainstream society, encouraging education of First Nations youth, and 
involvement in Indigenous economic development.

Melissa is the current Business Development Manager for Futurpreneur, supporting 
Indigenous Young Entrepreneurs who reside in the areas of Alberta, British Columbia, the 
Northwest Territories & the Yukon.

Melissa brings with her a comprehensive background in the legal field and years in 
human services coaching/supporting individuals to find meaningful employment and 
upskill. Melissa is enthusiastic about transferring her knowledge to the BDM role to 
advocate and support all Indigenous people of Turtle Island perpetually. 
 
With a focus on the areas of entrepreneurial support, Indigenous sovereignty, relationship 
building and a firm belief in Indigenous economic resurgence. Melissa is ready to 
connect and engage in meaningful partnerships and network bridging within the 
communities she works.

Business 
Development 
Manager, Futurpreneur 
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Business Pitch 7 – Futurepreneur

Business Pitches 7-11
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Best Practices - SODEXO 

Sodexo have partnered with multiple companies over the years, and they have learned many 
valuable lessons. Yannick brings the business development perspective to this presentation 
and Jonathan brings field experience from numerous years in the political world. Sodexo will 
facilitate an interactive open microphone presentation where everyone is welcome to ask 
questions and discuss ways to create the right partnership structures that promote prosperity 
on both sides of the business alliance. Everyone is welcome to share their experiences and 
opinions about what really matters when it comes to creating successful business 
partnerships. 

YANNICK BEDARD
Director of Business 
Development – Sodexo Canada

JONATHAN KRUGER
Director of Indigenous 
Relations– Sodexo Canada

9:05 9: - 30AM

Presenters

Let’s Talk About Partnerships
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Business Pitches 7-11

9:35 9: - 55AM

The Government of Canada purchases between $15-$23 billion of goods and services each year. 

This presentation is a brief overview of the process involved with bidding. Tomorrow afternoon's 

seminar will provide delegates with key information on how to sell to the Government of Canada and 

will help you learn how to:

Ÿ Find out whether the Government of Canada buys your goods or services

Ÿ Understand the contracting process

Ÿ Register in supplier databases

Ÿ Build networks and promote your business

Ÿ Search for business opportunities

Ÿ Take advantage of the procurement information on Buyandsell.gc.ca

Ÿ Understand opportunities for indigenous owned businesses

Ÿ Understand the security clearance process

Ÿ Bid on opportunities

Le gouvernement du Canada achète des biens et services pour une valeur de 15 à 20 milliards de 

dollars chaque année. Ce 30 minute séminaire vous fournira des informations clés sur la façon de 

vendre au gouvernement du Canada et peut vous aider à :

Ÿ Savoir si le gouvernement du Canada achète vos biens ou services

Ÿ Comprendre le processus d'achat

Ÿ S'inscrire dans les bases de données de fournisseur

Ÿ Établir des réseaux et promouvoir votre entreprise

Ÿ Chercher des occasions d'affaire

Ÿ Tirer profit de l'information sur les achats offerte sur Achatsetventes.gc.ca

Ÿ Understand opportunities for indigenous owned businesses

Ÿ Comprendre le processus d'autorisation de sécurité

Ÿ Soumissionner des marchés

Business Pitch 8 – Doing Business with the 
Government of Canada

TARA HARTLEY
Regional Director – Pacific Region 
Office of Small and Medium Enterprises
Public Services and Procurement Canada

Presenter

Tara Hartley is the Regional Director for the Office of Small and Medium Enterprises at Public 
Services and Procurement Canada for the Pacific Region. She has over 30 years of experience in 
the federal public service. 

She and her team help businesses understand how to do business with the Government of 
Canada. They also work with their procurement colleagues to promote fair, open access to 
procurement opportunities. 

Tara is passionate about her work and has had the opportunity to work with the UK government 
and on projects with public procurement professionals from around the world.

Tara holds a Master's degree in public administration, a Bachelor's degree in German, and is also 
a professional storyteller.
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Business Pitch 9 – Bloom Community Cannabis 10:00 10:30 - AM

CHRIS BOWER
CEO, Bloom Community 
Cannabis

Since legalization in 2018, many First Nations have tried to enter the Cannabis industry with a 
variety of successes and failures. Finding a reliable supply of quality Cannabis products outside of 
the provincial licensing systems has been very challenging for on-reserve stores. Bloom 
Community Cannabis Ltd (BCCL) was created to solve this problem.

Their manufacturing partners have facilities on the Osoyoos Indian Band's reserve in BC and Six 
Nations of the Grand River reserve in Ontario. BCCL operates under a sovereignty model and can 
supply on-reserve stores across Canada that are outside of the provincial licensing systems.

Chris Bower and Geraldine Dick will explain the work they have been doing with Six Nations to help 
them establish a 'Cannabis Commission' model which controls the import and export of all 
cannabis products on the reserve. This model can be replicated by other Nations to help them 
control the expansion of non-licensed, unregulated cannabis stores on their reserves.

Presenters

GERALDINE DICK
Director of Retail Operations
Bloom Community Cannabis

Geraldine's passion for Cannabis began when she was a young adult. She has worked 
her way up the corporate ladder and is helping to build a retail business that provides 
access to safe and quality Cannabis products. She believes that her Indigenous roots 
and knowledge provide her with a unique and valuable perspective that she can bring to 
the retail industry. She's looking forward to continuing to grow and learn with Bloom 
Community Cannabis, and to help bring a strong Indigenous presence to the retail 
Cannabis industry.

After spending many years as a Business Manager for the Osoyoos 
Indian Band, Chris brings a wealth of First Nations business 
experience to the Bloom Community Cannabis team. Chris also has 
a strong background in both retail and tourism which helps him 
guide the marketing and advertising efforts for the company. Chris 
holds a bachelor's degree in business administration and an MBA 
from Royal Roads University.
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11:05 - 11:30AM

First Nations and Canadian corporations spend tens of millions a year on corporate travel 
with no opportunity to gain benefit from the money they spend. This presentation will 
introduce the newly created Limited Partnership group of First Nations who have created 
a travel “Buying Group” with operational support from Indigenous Travel Services their 
corporate travel agency provider. Learn how your corporate travel costs can be reduced 
and also generate a profit share from your total annual travel spend.

Business Pitch 10 – Indigenous Travel Partners 

INDIGENOUS            TRAVEL
P A R T N E R S

Presenters

ALAIN LAPRISE,
Vice-President of 
Business Development,
Indigenous Travel Partners 

SANDRINE 
DOSSANTOS, 
Vice-President of Operations,

Indigenous Travel Partners

SUSANNE BITZER,
Senior Travel Consultant,

Indigenous Travel Partners

10: 11:0030 -  AM Networking and Refreshment Break
Sponsored by Wilson M. Beck 
Insurance Services

WILSON M. BECK
INSURANCE SERVICES
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Best Practices – TRUTH2ACTION:  
CALL TO ACTION 92 - Reconciliation for Business

11:35 - NOON

Jennefer is Anishinaabe from Treaty 4 territory and 
a citizen of the Minegozhiibe Anishinaabe Nation 
(Pine Creek First Nation).  Fluent in Ojibwe and a 
strong and passionate leader firmly rooted in the 
Indigenous community, Jennefer's approach works 
to ensure that Indigenous ways of knowing and 
being are recognized and incorporated in all that 
she does.  Jennefer is an experienced lawyer and 
advisor and prior to her current role she served as 
the Associate Vice President, Indigenous 
Engagement at the University of Winnipeg.  She has 
over 25 years of political government and business 
experience and is skilled at initiating collaborative 
processes that involve numerous cross-sector 
partners and stakeholders.  Her past roles include 
Senior Advisor, Canadian Museum for Human 
Rights, Executive Director of the Treaty Relations 
Commission of Manitoba.  She had also held 
several leadership positions with both federal and 
provincial government departments, First Nations 
Governments and in-house counsel for the West 
Region Tribal Council.  Jennefer is very immersed 
in the community at large and sits on various 
boards and committees.  

Mino-Pimatisiwin: What does living the good life mean? How do we define success? What does 
'wealth' truly mean?  This presentation will seek to provide a connection to the theme of 
Economic Reconciliation and building momentum through an Indigenous lens.   To assist 
organizations in increasing their awareness and knowledge and to gain insights on how they can 
improve their operations to support Call to Action #92, Legacy Bowes and its ownership group 
TIP Group of Companies has developed TRUTH2ACTION CALL TO ACTION 92  - Reconciliation 
for Business.   

Through this program you will understand your personal role in the workplace and what you can 
do for your clients to gain momentum in creating 'success'. By ignoring the Indigenous economy, 
you will be left behind.

Presenters

NORINE CACCIATORE 
Sr. Account Executive,
Group Savings & Benefits

JENNEFER NEPINAK
B.A.,LL.B, ICD.D., Vice 
President Strategic Partnerships 
and Reconciliation

Norine Cacciatore (née Stewart) is Ojibway from 
North Caribou Lake Band and currently lives in 
Lake Country, British Columbia.  Norine works in 
Alberta, British Columbia and the Yukon for TIPI 
Group of Companies

Norine strives to make a difference in the 
Indigenous people through her work with Group 
Insurance and Pension for the last 16 years 



Buffet Lunch and Networking Break - Enjoy The Sumptuous 
Fare From Executive Chef Tobin Boothe
Sponsored by Kinetic Construction.

Noon – 12:45PM
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 Vintage is CEO of AMF Media Group, one of the fastest-
growing boutique marketing firms in the nation. Since 
founding AMF in 2007 in San Ramon, CA, he has opened 
additional offices in San Luis Obispo, Los Angeles, San 
Francisco, Dallas and in early 2019, Vancouver. Vintage has 
positioned the agency to provide a comprehensive slate of 
services including creative delivery, branding and marketing, 
content production, digital services and public 
communication. The positioning has paid off, with the agency 
boasting a slate of blue chip national and international brands 
as well as regional powerhouses. Some of AMF's national 
and international clients include or have included HP, 
Chevron and Jamba Juice. Some of its more regional brands 
include Kaiser, Cal Poly and FivePoint. Vintage is often 
sought after by CEOs and corporations for his expertise in 
Crisis Communications. AMF Media Group was named Crisis 
Communications Firm of the Year by Dow Jones and Ragan's 
PR Daily for its work in facing the Occupy Oakland movement 
on behalf of its client Alameda Health System. 

Vintage has a long record of developing companies to 
profitability and significant, sustainable growth. As CEO and 
Publisher of the Silicon Valley/San Jose Business Journal, he 
led the publication to its largest revenue growth in a decade. 
As Publisher of The East Bay Business Times, he led the 
fastest growing business journal in America for three years 
running. Vintage serves on the board of directors for 
Armanino – one of the 25 largest accounting and business 
consulting firms in the U.S., and the largest based in 
California. He is also a philanthropic leader who has been 
honored as Citizen of the Year by the Bay Area Leadership 
Foundation, The East Bay Economic Development Alliance, 
and as the Scholarship Impact Award recipient by Bay Area 
Blacks in Philanthropy, for his work for helping 
disadvantaged youth attend college.

Keynote Lunch Presentation12:45 – 1:15PM

Chris has enjoyed more than 20 years of media and 
internet marketing leadership experience, holding 
professional accreditations from The University of 
BC, The BC Institute of Technology, The Trade Desk 
and Internet Advertising Bureau. Chris is a veteran 
to the online space, bringing exceptional experience 
and strategic insight to client marketing initiatives, 
blending data science with how humans experience 
the web. He engages client campaign strategy and 
optimization efforts, along with partner development 
and market trend analyses

Real transformation means supercharging growth, improving service delivery and maximizing 
brand perception. Attacking one business front at a time means you've already lost. AMF Media 
Group's CEO Vintage Foster and Vice-President of Digital Strategy, Chris Severs will provide 
insights on how to start the journey and how to finish strong. 

Presenters

VINTAGE FOSTER
CEO, AMF Media Group

CHRIS SEVERS
Vice President Of 
Digital Strategy, AMF Media Group





Delegates have the afternoon to network with each other 
and visit with our tradeshow exhibitors.

1:30 – 4:30PM
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Workshop - Natureblocks Sustainable Practices and Carbon 
Neutrality Workshop. 

1:30 – 2:30PM

WHISTLER BALLROOM C

This workshop is designed to bring together Indigenous peoples from different regions to discuss 
sustainable practices, carbon neutrality, and the impact of climate change on Indigenous 
communities.

The workshop will cover a wide range of topics related to sustainability and carbon neutrality, 
including an introduction to the basics of carbon neutrality, regional and global impacts of carbon 
emissions, and the effects of climate change on indigenous communities. We will also explore steps 
to decarbonizing local economies, generating more revenue while doing so, and implementing 
carbon reduction projects that are tailored to the unique needs of each community.

Throughout the workshop, we will have a roundtable discussion to exchange ideas and brainstorm 
ways to implement sustainable practices and decarbonize our communities. We will also hear from 
experts in the field who will share their insights and experiences on best practices for achieving 
carbon neutrality.

At the end of the workshop, participants will come away with a better understanding of sustainable 
practices and carbon neutrality, as well as actionable steps to take to reduce their carbon footprint 
and build more resilient communities. Together, we can work towards a sustainable future that 
benefits all of us, and this workshop is an important step towards achieving that 

Presenters

JAMES DAVIDSON
Chief Executive Officer

BRENT STORY
Chief Operating Officer

James is a software 
architect who brings a wide 
breadth of experience as 
the both the COO and co-
founder of MazumaGo, and 
the principal software 
developer of Pani Energy 
and MarineLabs. James 
also researches and 
develops A.I. in his private 
studies, with a focus on 
reinforcement learning.

NICK BANKS
VP Business Development 

Brent has experience in a 
wide array of industries, and 
has built a diverse portfolio 
of successes. He brings a 
plethora of business 
strategy and interpersonal 
skills to the table—exuding 
transparency, motivation, 
and accountability from the 
top down.

Nick is a seasoned 
entrepreneur and executive 
who has built strong 
businesses through 
committed leadership, 
teamwork, and vision. He is 
comfortable advising 
innovators and leading 
teams. Nick values building 
culture and takes pride in 
local and global 
communities.
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Workshop - Doing Business With The Government Of Canada2:45 – 3:45PM

WHISTLER BALLROOM C

Presenter

Hands on, practical guidance on getting started with federal procurement opportunities.

This workshop is designed for companies who are exploring the idea of federal procurement and 
how to get started. 

Tara will work through the application and registration process with participants and you'll each take 
away a list of next steps for your particular circumstance.

TARA HARTLEY
Regional Director – Pacific Region 
Office of Small and Medium Enterprises
Public Services and Procurement Canada

Tara Hartley is the Regional Director for the Office of Small and Medium Enterprises at Public 
Services and Procurement Canada for the Pacific Region. She has over 30 years of experience in 
the federal public service. 

She and her team help businesses understand how to do business with the Government of 
Canada. They also work with their procurement colleagues to promote fair, open access to 
procurement opportunities. 

Tara is passionate about her work and has had the opportunity to work with the UK government 
and on projects with public procurement professionals from around the world.

Tara holds a Master's degree in public administration, a Bachelor's degree in German, and is also 
a professional storyteller.
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Banquet Sponsored by Star West Petroleum and Myshak Group 

All Delegate Banquet Dinner in the River Rock Theatre6:00 - 11:30PM

GROUP

Banquet Wine Sponsored by AMECO

Uncle Joe 
and the Nephews 
from the 
Enoch Cree Nation
Joseph McDonald, who goes by the stage name Uncle 
Joe is a 28 y/o Cree singer/songwriter born and raised in 
the heart of Enoch Cree Nation. His vocal stylings are a 
mix of R&B and Soul, and his songs tell a story of 
sadness, struggle, joy and hope. With influences ranging 
from Amy Winehouse and Rachel Price to Shakey Graves 
and Chris Stapleton, Uncle Joe has developed a sound 
and voice that he hopes will touch the souls of those who 
hear it. The Nephews are a talented group of Uncle Joe’s 
Musical Friends and ensemble, together they create a full, 
soulful sound that will be sure to reach your heart.

Join us for a delicious buffet dinner with wine from Indigenous World Winery. Enjoy two 
top-class musical acts that will get you dancing!

BITTERLY DIVINE
Back by popular demand, Squamish Nation blues rockers Bitterly Divine are 
guaranteed to get you dancing. 
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2023
A B O R I G I N A L M A R K E T P L A C E . C O M

Join Host Chief Clarence Louie and 100 Aboriginal and 
Industry “Key Decision Makers” for the ultimate high 
powered business networking weekend at the 
spectacular NK'MIP Resort in Osoyoos, BC 

May 26th – 29th, 2023

OSOYOOS

POWER NETWORKING 
WEEKEND 2023
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