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Aboriginal communities across Canada are working 
hard to secure their future within Canada's 
developing economy. The attitude of government 

and industry has changed dramatically in the last decade, and there is now a real desire to work collaboratively with 
Aboriginal communities and businesses to create equitable partnerships.

But, without the immediate business resources to manage the demands of future growth and uptake on opportunities, 
growth could be too slow, and these business opportunities could disappear.

Aboriginal Capacity Builders provides these resources through a team of expert business development and 
management service providers. We specialize in improving the human infrastructure capacity of Canadian Aboriginal 
communities and businesses, making them more viable, efficient, and profitable.

Our team members are all successful professionals in business consulting, the financial sector, construction, 
engineering and environmental industries, and are extremely well known and respected in the Aboriginal business 
world. Collectively, we have accumulated over 300 years of dedicated work with Aboriginal communities and 
businesses across Canada as business advisors, strategists, facilitators, and advocates.

“We Provide Investment and Create 
Profits for all of our First Nations Clients.” 

If your community or development corporation needs assistance with investment, capacity 
building, strategic planning, the creation of business partnerships, negotiations with 
proponents, land development or joint ventures, contact us to see how we can help.

Call us toll free: 1.866.284.8322 or 
email: geoff@aboriginalcapacitybuilders.com 
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Robert Louie,
Chairman
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Business Opportunities on 
offer at the Indigenous 
WEALTH CONFERENCE and 
DEALFEST!

The following business opportunities will be 
available at the event:

Ÿ Design and construction of numerous 
buildings in First Nations communities who 
are attending

Ÿ Commodity supplier opportunities with 
numerous First Nations 

Ÿ The purchase of a number of Tree Farm 
Licenses 

Ÿ Renewable energy project construction, 
investment, ownership and operation

Ÿ Fuel Distribution

Ÿ Cryptocurrency investment

Ÿ Cannabis manufacturing and retail 
operation

Ÿ Travel industry partnerships

Ÿ Investment capital for land development

Ÿ Helicopter industry partnerships

Ÿ Environmental, engineering and Geotech 
partnerships

Ÿ Construction industry partnerships

Ÿ Support, mentoring and training for 
entrepreneurs

Ÿ Electric vehicle charging station partnerships

Ÿ Well established horticultural business for 
sale

Ÿ Procurement opportunities with the federal 
government

Ÿ Documentary series production services

Ÿ Logistics industry partnerships

Ÿ Ownership in a national insurance industry 
cooperative 

Ÿ Camp catering and services partnerships

Ÿ Mobile medic partnerships

Ÿ Private hospital investment opportunity

Ÿ Sovereign casino operations

and many others will be added as we get 
closer to the conference date! 

BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIES
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WELCOME TO THE 2022 INDIGENOUS WEALTH 
CONFERENCE + DEALFEST

Since our very first NABOC event in Kelowna in 2008, we've continued to bring together 
Aboriginal and private sector business groups in supportive settings to encourage the 
formation of equitable business partnerships and joint ventures. 

Fast forward 14 years, and here we are at the River Rock Casino Resort running our 55th 
event in the conference series. Over the years we've run a variety of Aboriginal tourism, 
leadership, gas station, information technology and land development conferences, as 
well as our generic NABOC business networking events. 

All of our events are business focused, and we have tried very hard over the years to 
create the very best experiences we could for all of our delegates. The last few years were 
of course dramatically affected by COVID19, but we're back together in-person again and 
looking forward to some great networking.

For me personally, as the main driving force behind the conferences, the last 14 years 
has been a wonderful and progressive journey. Through my consulting work, I have 
travelled to many First Nations and Metis communities, as well as spending lengthy 
periods of time in the high Arctic working with Inuit business groups. Visiting all of 
these Aboriginal communities made me really appreciate how hard the struggle has been 
for them during Canada's 155 years of confederation. 

The time for reconciliation is long overdue, we cannot continue this unfairly lopsided 
relationship with our Aboriginal neighbours and friends. All Aboriginal people should 
have the same rights and freedoms, quality of life and expectations as any other 
Canadian. Sharing profits and benefits with our Aboriginal business partners is a very 
positive step forward in re-enfranchising Aboriginal people and their communities. 
Through sharing business profits, we can help raise up those young Aboriginal people 
who need our help to achieve their real potential in life. 

Adopting UNDRIP into both Federal and Provincial Laws will only enhance Canada as a 
country.

The theme of this conference is “Creating and Managing Intergenerational Wealth” and 
our agenda has a number of presentations and workshops that reflect this theme. 

The agenda also includes partnership, investment and supplier opportunities as well as 
valuable “Best Practices” information. In the mornings of December 7th and 8th we will 
hold our plenary sessions, and in the afternoons, everyone is free to visit with the 
exhibitors and hold meetings with each other. We encourage you to “Get some Deals 
Done!”  

We're bringing in the Joel West Band and Uncle Joe and the Nephews as our Hospitality 
Event and Banquet Dinner entertainment. Great acts that you'll really enjoy!

 A big thank you to all the sponsors of this event who stepped up to support our ongoing 
mission of “Creating Equitable Business Relationships with Canada's First Peoples,” we 
greatly appreciate your support. 

We recognize that at the River Rock Casino Resort we are in the traditional territory of the 
Musqueam People and we are very grateful to be hosting the event in their territory.

 A very warm welcome to all of our delegates and we hope you really enjoy your time 
with us.

Geoff Greenwel l
CEO, 2G Group
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EQUIPMENT 
RENTALS 

CONFERENCE & TRADE SHOW

Contact Steve Wispinski 
to discuss your event needs 
and get a quote:  

E:   steve@theeventpros.ca 

 

C:   250-801-1939
TF: 833-801-1939

 

 
 

We have been supplying equipment to conferences and 
tradeshows across Canada for 20 years, please contact us 
today for a quote on your next event.





GEOFF GREENWELL
CEO, 2G GROUP OF COMPANIES

Geoff Greenwell, MBA, CEO of 2G Group of companies 
has been working globally as a negotiator, facilitator and 
strategic planner for over 35 years. Geoff came to 
Canada in 1992 and since that time has worked 
extensively for Governments, Aboriginal Groups, NGO's 
and Private Sector organizations as a trusted business 
advisor. 

He was also a two-term municipal councillor in the District 
of Lake Country (British Columbia) and chaired the 
district's affordable housing and economic development 
committees from 2006 - 2012. Prior to coming to Canada, 
Geoff worked for twelve years in the Middle East, Africa, 
Southeast Asia and South America as a senior advisor for 
a consultancy firm that provided negotiating and research 
support to multinational energy companies. 

Geoff formed  in 2001 and works collaboratively 2G Group
with a team of expert associates who offer a variety of 
services to government, Aboriginal and corporate clients.
In 2018 Geoff partnered with the Ecora Group to create 
Aboriginal Capacity Builders (ACB), a consulting firm with 
a new approach to working with Aboriginal communities.
 Since inception the company has had great success in 
helping Aboriginal communities and businesses increase 
their capacity to develop profitable business ventures.
 The ACB team's areas of expertise include providing 
economic development/business advice, training, 
facilitation, strategic planning, corporate visioning, 
marketing, business planning, negotiating and mediation, 
research and project management. Collectively, the ACB 
team has created in excess of 300 partnerships and joint 
ventures between industry and Aboriginal business 
groups. 

NATIONAL ABORIGINAL BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES CONFERENCE
Group
OF COMPANIES

Geoff has accomplished many unique things in his life and is 
renowned as a true business visionary for his record of 
success with projects that he has led. Geoff specializes in 
taking projects 'from the drawing board' and bringing them to 
life. His development of the Aboriginal Marketplace 
networking and conference platform and the NABOC 
conference series are ongoing examples of unique ideas that 
he has turned into successful business ventures. He is the 
consummate networker, always looking to connect people 
and ideas, and his enthusiasm for creating equitable 
business partnerships between Aboriginal and private sector 
business groups rubs off on everyone who meets him. 

ACB offers their services globally and some recent notable 
clients include: Governments of New Brunswick, NWT and 
Nunavut, Northern Savings and Credit Union, Jardine Lloyd 
Thompson PLC, Lloyd & Partners (UK) PLC, Alterna Energy, 
Syntaris Power, Nigaani Air of Ontario, Okanagan Nation 
Alliance, Scuka Enterprises, Tsleil-Waututh Nation, The 
Blended Capital Group UK, Niche Media Group, Stuart Olson 
Dominion Construction, BFL Canada, Peace Country Fuels, 
St'at'imc Government, Cheam First Nation, Shackan Indian 
Band, Indigenous Bloom Corp, Neskonlith Indian Band, 
Sta'at'imc Government Services and the Upper Nicola Band. 

Geoff and the entire ACB team have assisted these clients, 
and many others, with their respective goals and helped 
them make informed decisions and achieve critical 
milestones within their organizations.  

Talk to Geoff, and other members of the ACB team who will 
be at the conference, about your organization’s needs and 
we'll work with you to help you reach your goals.

www.aboriginalcapacitybuilders.com

Your Conference Host and Organizer

Aboriginal
CapacityBuilders Ltd.

ACBACB

https://events.aboriginalmarketplace.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Sponsorship_2022_IWC_JN012.pdf
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Join us for drinks and appetizers at our Welcome Reception in the spectacular 
River Rock Theatre. 

Welcome Reception and Delegate Registration 
in the River Rock Theatre 

6:00 - 9:00PM

Sponsored By 
First People's Venture Capital Corp

Welcome!
DECEMBER 6th

FIRST PEOPLES
VENTURE CAPITAL CORP



7:30 - 8:30AM

Conference Day 1
DECEMBER 7th

Breakfast, Delegate Registration and Tradeshow Opens

Sponsored by Aboriginal Capacity Builders 
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8:40 - 8:50AM Opening Prayer From Musqueam Elder,Thelma Stogan
 

IWC & DealFest

Aboriginal
Capacity Builders Ltd.

ACBACB

River Rock Theatre



First Nations are unique forms of government in Canada as they are expected not only to 
govern, but to also create economies within their communities.

Chiefs and Councils are tasked with finding ways to make money for their communities, but 
many are still struggling to generate wealth. With inflation running at around 7%, traditional 
investments in the stock market through community trusts are suffering.

Many Nations are still nervous to invest off their own reserve lands, but often the best 
investments are “off reserve” and so they are missing out by being too timid in their 
investment strategies.   

There are other ways to make money through investments, and this panel of First Nations 
business leaders will discuss how they have created profitable business models in their 
communities.

Geoff Greenwell will chat with Chief Planes and Chief Louie about the different ways they 
have made their communities economically successful.

24DECEMBER 6 – 8, 2022 – RIVER ROCK RESORT, VANCOUVERIWC & DealFest

Chief 
Gordon Planes
T'sou-ke Nation 

Session 1

Community Wealth Creation - an Overview

8:50 - 9:30AM

Gordon's traditional name is Hya-quatcha, named after his great-grand-father
from Scia-new, the salmon people. He resided in the village of Sia-osun, overlooking
the Northern Straits of the Salish Sea. 

He is elected Chief of the T'Souke Nation for the past 14 years. He sits on many Boards 
including director of the Lands Advisory Board for the past 9 years. He has previously 
been a logger, commercial fisherman, pipe-fitter and a back country operations manager 
for the West Coast trail with Parks Canada. Gordon and Marcella have 6 children, 7 
grand-children and 1 great grand-child. He is a Coast Salish singer, artist, carver and 
works closely towards food and energy security, language revitalization and economic 
development.

Chief 
Clarence Louie
Osoyoos Indian Band

Chief Louie's efforts have been widely recognized in Canada and the United States. In 
1999, he received the Aboriginal Business Leader Award from All Nations Trust and 
Development Corporation. In 2000, the Advancement of Native Development Officers 
(CANDO) named Chief Louie the “Economic Developer of the Year”. 

In the same year, Clarence was chosen to join the Governor General of Canada in the 2000 
leadership tour. In 2001, Chief Louie was appointed to the Aboriginal Business Canada 
Board and most recently was appointed Chairperson of this Board. In 2002, Aboriginal 
Tourism B.C. awarded Chief Louie the “Inspirational Leadership Award”. MacLean's 
Magazine listed Chief Clarence Louie as one of the “Top 50 Canadians to Watch” in their 
January 2003 issue. More recognition came in 2003 as the U.S. Department of State 
selected Clarence as 1 of 6 First Nation representatives to participate in a 2-week tour of 
successful American Indian tribes. In April 2004, the National Aboriginal Achievement 
Foundation presented Clarence with the award for “Business and Community 
Development”. 

The National Aboriginal Achievement Awards represent the highest honor the Aboriginal 
Community bestows upon its own achievers. In June 2006, Chief Louie was presented 
with the Order of British Columbia, which is the province's highest honor for outstanding 
achievement.

Chief Louie was awarded the Order of Canada in 2016 and became the first Aboriginal 
person to be inducted into the Canadian Business Hall of Fame in 2018.

Geoff Greenwell
CEO, 2G Group of 
Companies.



Across Canada, First Nations governments and communities spend several billon dollars 
annually procuring goods and services. To date, very few Nations have collaborated on 
purchasing and procurement.

This panel will discuss examples of how First Nations have collaborated successfully to win 
government and industry contracts as well as creating “buying groups” to achieve better 
pricing on goods and services they consume, because 'money saved is money earned.'
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9:35 - 10:15AM Session 2
‘Aggregating' – Communities Coming Together to Partner and Procure.

Presenters

Alain Laprise,
Vice-President of 
Business Development,
Caleche Travel 

Tewanee Joseph
CEO – Tewanee Group

Barry Payne,
Indigenous Procurement 

Specialist - Office of Small 

and Medium Enterprises, 

Public Services & 

Procurement Canada 

– Pacific Region

Alain is a travel industry professional with over 38 years of experience and knowledge in 
all facets of travel. He has extensive involvement growing start up agencies and travel 
management companies from foundation to acquisition using innovative programs and 
platforms. Alain has a diversified background and extensive network of contacts in the 
corporate and travel markets. His current role in business development enables Caleche's 
continued growth and a strong connection to the ever changing world of travel while 
meeting the client's needs.

Barry Payne is a socio-economic entrepreneur. From humble beginnings, he grew his first start-up 
venture Adirondack Technologies Furniture Inc from his basement of his home on the Hiawatha First 
Nation to the  3rd largest supplier to the Canadian federal Government, this venture had allowed him to 
expand into a variety of other entrepreneurial activities, which included, Adirondack Information 
Management, which provides Information Technology, Engineering, Professional and Administrative 
Personnel to the private and public sectors across Canada, and OnNation, a leading national provider of 
technology solutions, cyber security solutions and digital transformation platforms, for business,
Barry has personally been involved in over $200M in various types of contracts with the Canadian 
Federal Government.
 
Not a person to sit around during retirement after exiting his business ventures Barry has recently 
accepted a role with PAC (Procurement Assistance Canada) PWGSC to assist them in reaching out to 
and encouraging equity deserving groups (LGBTQ2S), Indigenous and persons with disabilities, 
racialized communities and women businesses to increase their bidding efforts on federal government 
contracts, but also to assist these businesses in utilizing his over 20 years experience sharing.

Tewanee Joseph is the Chief Executive Officer of Tewanee Consulting Group, a First Nations owned and 
operated company focused on delivering meaningful partnerships, communications strategies and 
planning, and training in communications and inclusivity.

He is a member of the Squamish First Nation and is half Maori.  Tewanee served eight years on the 
Squamish Nation Council and has a talent for facilitation and coordinating diverse groups to identify 
and achieve their goals. He has utilized his skills to work on a broad range of initiatives including First 
Nations federal legislation, First Nations Land Management, Strategic Communications and 
Governance.

Previously, Tewanee served as the Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer of the Four Host First 
Nations Secretariat for the Vancouver 2010 Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games. Tewanee has 
worked with the Organizing Committee and its partners to ensure unprecedented Aboriginal 
participation in the planning, hosting and staging of the 2010 Games.  In this role, he spearheaded the 
largest re-brand of Aboriginal people in Canadian history, and led the team that overcame countless 
obstacles and doubt to create a world renowned brand, and a new model for inclusivity.
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Unlocking the economic potential of reserve lands is vital to the future financial success of 
all First Nations. Whether it be through resource extraction, land leasing or real estate 
projects, reserve land development is beginning to boom across Canada as more Bands 
adopt Land Codes and become autonomous with zoning and decision making  over their 
lands.

This presentation will showcase 'Westrich Bay' a successful real estate project on 
Westbank First Nation lands and discuss the steps that were taken along the way to make 
the project a reality.

10:20 - 10:50AM Session 3

Attracting Investment Capital to your Projects and Reserve Lands..

Westrich Bay on Westbank First Nation lands 

Westrich Bay is a luxury waterfront residential community being developed on Westbank First Nation lands, adjacent to 
West Kelowna. It will consist of 72 townhomes and 110 apartment style units in two phases. Amenities will include a marina 
on Lake Okanagan, with private boat slips and a waterside restaurant, lounge and patio, an infinity pool, and direct beach 
access. Westrich Pacific is also developing a 334 rental apartment project on adjacent land, construction of which is about 
to start.

Presenters

Michael Neinhuis
Counsel, Singleton 
Uruqhart Reynolds 
Vogel LLP 

Richie Lam
CO-CEO

Westrich Pacific

Mike Nienhuis is Counsel practising in the Indigenous Business Law, Commercial Real 
Estate and Corporate Commercial Law Groups at Singleton Urquhart Reynolds Vogel LLP. 
Prior to joining the legal profession, Mike worked as an executive with companies in 
Vancouver, San Diego and Seattle, with responsibility for sales and operations in North 
America, Europe and Asia.

 He frequently draws on that experience to develop an understanding of his clients' 
businesses and transactions, which span a range of industry sectors and areas of law.

Richie Lam is founder and Co-CEO of Westrich Pacific, a development company based 
out of Edmonton Alberta specializing in multi-family residential properties across 
Canada. In Richie's 10+ years of experience in development, he has established his 
reputation as a leader within his organization as well as his community, always finding 
innovative ways to push the boundaries and elevate the standards of condominium and 
rental living. 
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11:00 - 11:20AM

Futurprenuer

Presenters

Futurpreneur Canada supports Indigenous entrepreneurs aged 18-39, helping them 
launch or buy their own businesses through business planning resources, financing, and 
mentorship for up to two years. The Indigenous Entrepreneur Startup Program (IESP) 
team is dedicated to helping young and aspiring Indigenous entrepreneurs bring their 
business dreams to life.

In partnership with Youth Business International (YBI) and Accenture, Futurpreneur's 
IESP is expanding to include new programming, including Ohpikiwin: Journey to financial 
empowerment. A series of education workshops that focus on Indigenous economic 
inclusion and resilience to assist young Indigenous aspiring entrepreneurs in developing 
their business financial capacity and entrepreneurship skills. The result will be that the 
participants will be prepared to take actionable steps to shape their financial 
environments through personal sustainability

Session 4

Holly Atjecoutay,
Director of the 
Indigenous 
Entrepreneur Startup 
Program, Futurpreneur 

Melissa Gladue

Holly is the Director of the Indigenous Entrepreneur Startup Program at Futurpreneur. 
Holly is Cree and Saulteaux from Cowessess First Nation in Treaty 4 territory in 
Saskatchewan and is proud and honoured to call Mohkinstsis (Calgary) in Treaty 7 
territory her home. Holly holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree in English with a minor in 
Indigenous Studies. Her background is in Oil and Gas, Non-profit, Legal, and Community 
Economic Development, and she has always worked within and alongside rural and urban 
Indigenous Communities.

Holly relies heavily on the amazing Indigenous Entrepreneur Startup Program Team to 
provide invaluable support, resources, and programming to Indigenous Young 
Entrepreneurs nationwide with the startup of their businesses. Holly guides the team to 
success, maintains important relationships and collaboration with partners, and ensures 
that every First Nations, Métis, Inuit, and Indigenous community in Canada is aware of 
the services that are offered at Futurpreneur.

Holly's main passion and driving force is challenging and breaking stereotypes of First 
Nations peoples in mainstream society, encouraging education of First Nations youth, and 
involvement in Indigenous economic development.

Melissa is the current Business Development Manager for Futurpreneur, supporting 
Indigenous Young Entrepreneurs who reside in the areas of Alberta, British Columbia, the 
Northwest Territories & the Yukon.

Melissa brings with her a comprehensive background in the legal field and years in 
human services coaching/supporting individuals to find meaningful employment and 
upskill. Melissa is enthusiastic about transferring her knowledge to the BDM role to 
advocate and support all Indigenous people of Turtle Island perpetually. 
 
With a focus on the areas of entrepreneurial support, Indigenous sovereignty, relationship 
building and a firm belief in Indigenous economic resurgence. Melissa is ready to 
connect and engage in meaningful partnerships and network bridging within the 
communities she works.Business 

Development 
Manager, Futurpreneur 
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11:25 - NOON

Investment Opportunities and Syndicated Investing

Presenters

Many First Nations struggle with the concept of investing their money off their own 
reserve lands. However, some of the best investment opportunities lie off-reserve.

Syndicated investing is a way that communities can pool resources and spread risk.

The General Counsel of the First Peoples Venture Capital Corp, a private equity firm 
helping First Nations make good investment choices, will chat with Geoff Greenwell about 
how to conduct due diligence on investment opportunities:

Session 5

Blair Lowther, 
General Counsel
First Peoples Venture 
Capital Corp    

Landon Miller,
Business Development
Karrier One

Karrier One – a new concept for mobile networks

Bloom Community Cannabis – a cultivation and manufacturing business on the Osoyoos 
Indian Band reserve looking for First Nations investors. 

NATS Nursery – BC's largest native plant nursery based in Langley BC is looking for First 
Nation equity partners who share their strategic vision.  

Geoff Greenwell
CEO, 2G Group of 
Companies.



NOON - 12:45PM Buffet Lunch and Networking Break

Enjoy the sumptuous fare from Executive Chef Tim Wilcox  

Sponsored by  
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INDIGENOUS 
IT CORP
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Keynote Luncheon Presentation – “Community Leadership, 
Lessons Learned from 25 years as Chief of Westbank First 
Nation.”

 

12:45-1:15PM

Robert Louie, LL.B, OC, Hon. Dr LL.B, Hon. Fellow 
Okanagan College was recently re-elected as Chief of the 
Westbank First Nation (which is Self Governing), and has 
served on numerous Boards, Companies and Special 
Appointments with Government and private industry for over 
30 years. He has extensive experience in real estate 
development and finance matters and has focused primarily 
on working for First Nations on land matters throughout 
Canada. Over his previous 24-year span as Chief at 
Westbank First Nation, Robert was President/Director for 20 
plus corporations which included construction, forestry, 
commercial/retail, residential, recreational, and institutional.

Robert is the Chairman of the First Nations Lands Advisory 
Board (30 years) and has been instrumental in getting First 
Nations into incremental self governance. Robert is also the 
Chairman/Director of Peace Hills Trust, which is the largest 
aboriginal financial institution in Canada. Robert is a 
Founding Director and is a shareholder in the Public 
Company – Decisive Dividends (DE) on TSX Venture.

Most recently, Robert is a Founding Partner in Indigenous World Finance LLP, a Board 
Member with Ecora Engineering, and is Chairman of Aboriginal Capacity Builders.
Robert is a former practicing lawyer who specialized in native law and was a summer Law 
Instructor at the University of Saskatchewan. He has received an Honorary Doctor of Laws 
from the Justice Institute of British Columbia. He is also a former Task Group member elected 
by the Chiefs in BC serving 4 years on the B.C. First Nations Summit Task Group and was 
actively involved in B.C. Treaty negotiations representing First Nations.

Robert was awarded the prestigious Officer of the Order of Canada on October 5th, 2006 and 
on June 1st, 2019, Robert was honored with the recognition of Honorary Fellow of Okanagan 
College. Some of the other numerous boards and special appointments Robert has been 
active in include: Indigenous advisor representing Canada on the World Indigenous Business 
Forum, where he networked with other leaders promoting Indigenous economic development 
and world trade; Board Member with the BC Achievement Foundation and also sat on the 
Executive Committee; Board of Governor member with UBC; President's Advisory Council 
member with UBCOkanagan; Board Director on the National Aboriginal Economic 
Development Board; President of First Nations Finance Authority Inc.; Board Director with All 
Nations Trust Co; one of a nine member Premier's Advisory Council with the Premier of B.C.; 
Board Director on the Kelowna Chamber of Commerce; Board Director and founding member 
with the Kelowna United Native Friendship Society.

Robert has been the recipient of many awards and distinguished presentations including: 
Lifetime B.C. Achievement Award Aboriginal Business; Distinguished Alumni Business 
Administration, Okanagan College; Queen's Diamond Jubilee Medal; Excellence in Aboriginal 
Leadership from Aboriginal Financial Officers Association & Xerox Canada; Business Person 
of the Year, Westbank Chamber of Commerce; President's Award, Westbank Chamber of 
Commerce; Recipient of Commemorative Medal for 125th Anniversary of Canada and the B.C. 
Academic Scholarship Award.

Robert is the owner/proprietor of Indigenous World Winery, Indigenous World Spirits and 
Kelowna West Manufactured Home Park along with other business endeavours.

Chief Robert Louie
Westbank First Nation
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1:15 - 1:35PM

A Biodiesel Fuel Supply Partnership with Greenergy

Presenters

Since entering the Canadian market over 10 years ago, Greenergy has built long term 
relationships with Indigenous communities based on Greenergy's core values of respect, 
ownership, care and integrity.  Our values underpin every interaction we have, whether 
with colleagues, customers, suppliers, and in the communities where we operate.
 
Greenergy's inclusive business practices have helped develop our Indigenous 
engagement at gas and convenience locations across Greenergy's Canadian retail 
portfolio, including partnerships with Indigenous led businesses on and off reserves at 
Greenergy retail locations, and through partnerships and investments in Indigenous 
wholesale fuel businesses, leading to business growth and local employment.
 
Today, over 20% of our North American customer base identifies as an Indigenous 
business or organization, including strategic partnerships where manufacturing status is 
maintained on Reserve, creating additional opportunities. Through a customer 
testimonial, hear how we are committed to partnering with local Indigenous communities, 
bringing reliable, quality fuels to our customers.   
 
Greenergy was founded in the early 1990s as we saw an opportunity to improve air 
quality through the development of low emission diesel. Today, we operate around the 
world to source and supply low-cost, quality transportation fuels to a growing customer 
base in the most efficient way.
 
Our commitment to drive transport decarbonization has seen us become Europe's largest 
producer of waste-derived biodiesel. Leveraging this expertise, we work to optimize our 
products and existing supply chains, investing in the development of new forms of waste-
based renewable and low-carbon fuels to help reduce emissions of the vehicles on the 
roads today.

Business Pitch

Mike Healey
Vice President of 
Commercial and 
Business Development
 

Mike has over 20 years of experience in the energy sector and joined Greenergy in 
2012 when we established our Canadian fuel supply business, Greenergy Fuels 
Canada. He has grown our fuel supply business through Ontario, including four 
terminals in Concord, Hamilton, Johnstown and Thunder Bay with further locations in 
the works.

Prior to joining Greenergy, he spent 11 years at Irving Oil in Saint John, New 
Brunswick, working within its Supply and Trading Division as well as New Business 
Development.
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1:15 - 1:35PM

A Biodiesel Fuel Supply Partnership with Greenergy Continued

Presenters Cont’d.

Business Pitch

Johannes Dunn
Director of Growth - 
North America 

Jill Miller
Renewables Growth 
and Compliance Manager
 

Johannes has over 15 years of experience in the energy sector and joined Greenergy in 
2011 as part of our European Renewable Fuels Division in our London Head Office. 
Before moving over to our Canadian Operations in 2018 to setup our local Finance, HR 
and IT Service Center, Johannes led our Global Finance Operations Division from 
Manchester UK Office for four years.

Over the last two years Johannes focused his efforts on growing our fuel supply and 
services opportunities in North America, with specific focus on next generation energy 
products and fuel compliance services.

Jill is the Renewables Growth and Compliance Manager for Greenergy Fuels Canada.  
She is part of the Business Development team that looks into new opportunities for 
Greenergy in the advanced fuels space.  She has been with the company since 2015.

Matt Miller
Director - Terminal 
Operations,
Maintenance, 
Engineering & Projects
 

Matt has over 20 years of experience in the energy sector and joined Greenergy in 2020 to 
assist with the establishment of a Maintenance, Engineering and Projects team locally in 
Canada.  He has worked closely with both the Operations team and the Business Development 
team to optimize the design concept, engineering, and construction processes in order to 
deliver cost effective terminal infrastructure projects that support stakeholder needs.
 
Prior to joining Greenergy, Matt spent 4 years in the Aerospace Industry followed by 15 years 
with Saudi ARAMCO working as a Project Engineer, QA/QC Engineer, Contract Manager, 
Project Manager and the Director of Global Procurement (Offshore).  He returned to Canada in 
2014 and worked with Irving Oil on the Business Development Strategic Projects Team before 
his current post began with Greenergy in 2020. 
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Delegates have the afternoon to network with the 
Exhibitors in the River Rock Theatre 

IWC & DealFest

1:30 - 4:30PM

Hospitality Event with Live Entertainment in 
the River Rock Theatre! 

5:00 - 9:00PM

Sponsored By

FIRST PEOPLES
VENTURE CAPITAL CORP
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7:30 - 8:30AM

Conference Day 2
DECEMBER 8th

Breakfast, Delegate Registration and Tradeshow Opens

Sponsored by Wilson M. Beck Insurance Services

River Rock Theatre
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Presenters

Sterling Nelson,
Regional Vice President - 
Indigenous Wealth
Royal Trust Corporation 
of Canada  

When First Nations communities come into significant amounts of money through 
negotiations like treaty and impact benefit agreements, they tend to create Community 
Trusts. These trusts require significant legal and financial advice when they are being 
created. This presentation  will overview how to create a community trust with a view to 
long-term wealth management.

8:40 - 9:10AM Session 6
Creating and Managing Community Trusts – Legal Considerations..

As a Regional Vice-President on the Indigenous Wealth team located in Vancouver, 
British Columbia, Sterling is responsible for serving First Nation and other Indigenous 
clients throughout British Columbia and Alberta. She administers a wide range of 
Indigenous trusts, including providing ongoing reporting, training and support to clients 
at the community level.

Sterling brings her knowledge of international development, law, alternative dispute 
resolution, and trust administration to provide Indigenous communities with customized 
trust solutions. She has worked in the estate and trust industry since 2015, and has 
administered personal trusts, estates and charitable foundations at public and private 
trust companies. 

A graduate of the University of British Columbia, Sterling holds a Bachelor of Arts in 
International Relations, and a Juris Doctor. In 2015, she was called to the British 
Columbia Bar and is a currently a non-practicing member of the Law Society of British 
Columbia. Sterling has continued to deepen her knowledge and expertise by obtaining 
key industry designations such as the Trust and Estate Practitioner (TEP) designation, 
and by completing training provided by the National Aboriginal Trust Training Program. 
She is also a member of the Canadian Bar Association.

Sterling enjoys contributing to her community by volunteering in local cultural 
organizations. She currently serves as a board member for Malaspina Print Maker’s 
Society, a nonprofit artist-run centre that advances contemporary art and print media. She 
is previous board
member of the CoRe Conflict Resolution Society, a non-profit that provides education on 
conflict resolution topics and enhances knowledge of collaborative decision-making 
processes.

Sterling was raised in the Okanagan Valley on the traditional, ancestral, unceded territory 
of the Syilx/Okanagan People. In her spare time, she can be found on the water: in a 
dragon boat in the summer, or at the curling rink in the winter. 
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Peter Glowacki, 
Partner, Borden Ladner 
Gervais LLP

Peter is Regional Co-Leader of BLG’s Vancouver Private Client Group. Peter practises 
primarily in the areas of wills, trusts and estates law. He works with clients in planning, 
while providing ongoing administration and litigation advice to settlors, will-makers, 
executors, trustees and beneficiaries pertaining to all aspects of inter-vivos, Indigenous, 
off-shore and testamentary trusts, as well as financial institutions for risk management 
and compliance in these matters. Peter has extensive experience in working with various 
Indigenous groups across Canada with respect to all aspects of the settlement, 
administration and amendment of Indigenous trusts, including:
Ÿ designing tax efficient business structures
Ÿ designing and negotiating appropriate trust agreements
Ÿ evaluating economic and legal implications of trustee or successor trustee roles
Ÿ managing the trust settlement process
Ÿ assessing conflicts such as when a party has multiple roles
Ÿ amending existing trust agreements
Ÿ implementing terms and resolving disputes
Ÿ trust financing and loan transactions

Peter has a TEP designation from the Society of Trust and Estate Practitioners. He is a 
member of the Canadian Bar Association Wills and Trusts Section and is an executive 
member of the National Charity and Not-for-Profit Law Section. Professional Involvement
Ÿ Member, CBA BC Wills and Trusts Section and Charity and Not-for-Profit Law 

Section
Ÿ Member, Estate Planning Council of Vancouver•Member, ABA Real Property, 

Trust and Estate Law Section
Ÿ  Past Chair, Board of Directors of Canuck Place Children’s Hospice and its 

Executive
Ÿ Committee, as well as its Governance Committee
Ÿ Trustee, CLAS Foundation (Community Legal Assistance Society)

Awards & Recognitions 
Ÿ Recognized in the 2022 edition (and since 2014) of The Best Lawyers in Canada® 

(Trusts andEstates).
Ÿ Recognized in the 2022 edition of Canadian Legal Lexpert® Directory 

(Charities/Not-For-ProfitLaw) and since 2019 (Estates and Personal Tax Planning 
and Charities/Not-For-Profit Law).

Bar Admission & Education
Ÿ British Columbia, 2013
Ÿ Manitoba, 1992
Ÿ LLB, University of Manitoba, Robson Hall, 1991
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Presenter

Shannan 
Schimmelmann, MBA

Export Advisor for 
Indigenous Business
Export Navigator, Small 
Business BC

Shannan Schimmelmann is an Export Advisor dedicated to Indigenous businesses in the Province of 
British Columbia. As a business prepares to expand into a new market, there are many logistical items 
to be completed when exporting a service or product. An advisor can assist businesses by being the 
go-to contact for all exporting questions, as they have an understanding of the process and 
organizations involved and point you in the right direction.

Expanding your market is not an easy endeavor; entering new markets means different regulations and 
tax requirements to comply with, along with processes and organizations. Export Navigator can provide 
educational opportunities to ensure that you have the knowledge needed for a successful expansion. 

9:15 - 9:35AM Session 7
Welcome to Export Navigator – an overview of the Export Navigator 
program and how the program help businesses. 

Shannan is thrilled to be part of the Export Navigator team. She is happily married and a mom of 
two daughters based in Kelowna, British Columbia (BC). Shannan is a multipreneur, she is 
passionate about entrepreneurship and has launched the first Prep Academy Tutors franchise in BC 
which is perfectly aligned with her interests and skills. 

Over the past two decades, Shannan focused her career on business and economic development. 
She is currently an export advisor for Indigenous-owned businesses across British Columbia. She 
works with clients on their journey to grow beyond BC borders. She considers her main strength to 
be the power of maximizing. Shannan is fascinated by strengths, and transforming something 
strong into something superb is her purpose. She has lived experience through ALL of the ups and 
downs of entrepreneurship. She is drawn to finding and uncovering strengths to nurture, refine, and 
stretch toward excellence.

Shannan has an MBA from Royal Roads University in Victoria, BC. She is currently serving as the 
Vice President of Kelowna Women in Business, and an Angel Investor with WMAN Okanagan, 
Women's Equity Lab.
 
She is known for her friendliness and being an active member of her community. When she is not 
working with entrepreneurs and serving Prep Academy Tutors of Interior BC clients, she loves 
spending time outdoors with family and friends, traveling the globe, running marathons, hiking, 
cycling, skiing, kayaking, or golfing.
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Presenters

David Berry
VP of Investment Strategies
First Peoples Venture Capital Corp

This presentation will discuss how to safely invest community money and create a portfolio 
that is diversified with the goal of producing long-term gains for community trusts and 
investment capital.

9:40 - 10:05AM Session 8
Developing a long-term, diversified investment portfolio.

David Berry is a finance investment specialist and still is widely regarded as the most 
successful trader in Canadian History. Over his 10 year career at Scotia Bank, trading its 
largest proprietary book from 1995-2005, Mr Berry increased Scotia's market share from 
virtual obscurity to approximately 70%, numbers unprecedented in history in any market 
and numbers that have never been even closely rivaled since. Mr Berry was also 
responsible for over 40% of the bottom line profit for the entire institutional equity 
department of Scotia Capital during those years earning in excess of $75 million each 
year for the bank.

Marc McQuillen, 
B.Comm, CFA
Portfolio Manager
Tactex Asset 
Management, a division 
of Mogo Asset 
Management Inc.

Marc McQuillen is a registered portfolio manager at Tactex Asset Management. Mr. 
McQuillen runs a global value strategy for clients seeking international exposure to 
fundamentally sound companies trading at low valuations. In 1996, Mr. McQuillen started 
his Bay Street career at Midland Walwyn on the Preferred Share Desk. Over a nine year 
span, he covered corporate, bank and mutual fund clients active in the preferred share 
market. In addition to sales coverage, he performed principal and agency trading, 
published research and arbitraged credit opportunities. At Scotia Capital, where Mr. 
McQuillen worked for four years, he was part of a two person team that captured over 
60% of the TSE preferred share trading volume. More recently, Mr. McQuillen was the 
equity analyst at Resolute Funds for six years. Mr. McQuillen graduated from the Bachelor 
of Commerce program at Queen’s University in 1994 and is a CFA Charterholder.

FIRST PEOPLES
VENTURE CAPITAL CORP



Bitcoin today presents potentially the most unique opportunity for generational wealth 
creation accessible to the everyday market, but the first step towards investing is 
understanding it. What is Bitcoin?  

Bitcoin is both an alternative money that is not issued or controlled by a government or a 
bank, and a manmade resource, which has a permanently fixed supply. A person or 
organization can hold it as an investment, or as a source of funds to exchange for goods 
and services. It cannot be confiscated. No government or organization can control the rules 
of how Bitcoin works at this time.

This introductory session will explore 
• the history of money and the invention of Bitcoin
• why Bitcoin represents the purest form of money 
• the case for investing in Bitcoin 
• how tax-exempt investing in Bitcoin could potentially create  a source of continually 

growing wealth for First Nations communities
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Presenter

Scott Dedels,
Senior Sales Consultant
Bitcoin Well

10:10 - 10:35AM Session 9
BITCOIN Explained – Is it Investable?

During his 15-year career in financial services, Scott Dedels has held a variety of roles in 
the world of insurance, including sales leadership, and corporate consulting. 
Scott has experience in financial planning, asset allocation, pension consulting, and risk 
management. As he became educated about Bitcoin, 
the gap in financial advice regarding it became glaring. Scott understands that the need 
for a personal interaction in a Bitcoin purchase is as important as 
with any other significant financial decision. As a Senior Sales Consultant at Bitcoin Well, 
Scott brings his experience in traditional financial services to help guide 
individuals and corporations through the process of custodial Bitcoin purchases.  





When you imagine sewage treatment most of you probably think of smelly lagoons or complex high-tech 
facilities built of concrete and steel. You might also be cringing at the huge amount of money necessary to 
treat this waste and get it out of site. If not, then for sure you are fearing the onset of an ulcer just thinking 
about the long-term financial burden these facilities put on the communities you live in or the wasted 
money you are pumping out of your community. 
What if there is another solution based on natural processes, that is effective, low cost, attractive to look at, 
and can produce valuable, fit-for-use water. Water that can help drive economic development. A solution 
that any community can operate without high-priced consultants. A solution that will keep money and 
people in your community. 

Constructed wetlands are a proven nature-based solution for the treatment of wastewater. Through 
decades of use and testing these facilities have gained acceptance across the world as being a green 
technology that is capital effective and operationally superior to other types of engineered facilities.

Wetland Solutions is a state-of-the-art Green Technology for wastewater treatment that is constructed to 
harness and optimize natural processes in order to remove pollutants from water. Among the ecological 
characteristics of the technology are the potential to act as a host for wildlife and the option to re-use the 
high-quality effluent, e.g., for landscape irrigation or industrial re-use. 
Wetland Solution is an engineered constructed wetland system that is specially designed is remove a vast 
range of contaminants with minimum or without external input of energy or chemicals. The wetlands are 
planted with a diversity of native wetland plant species to optimize the resilience and biodiversity of the 
system. One of the green characteristics of this sustainable infrastructure is that requires a much smaller 
footprint than a conventional septic field.

Over the last 30 years, the number of wetland facilities has significantly increased worldwide. The costs for 
operation and maintenance are very low compared to conventional technologies. The operational 
expenses are related to the external energy input needed for simple lifts station support for the pumping of 
wastewater into the wetland solution. Moreover, there is no need for specialized personnel to run the 
facility which significantly reduces cost compared to the continuous attention needed with conventional 
treatment facilities. 

Jennifer Massig (P. ENG.) and her team will be presenting in detail the benefits of Wetland Solutions, this 
alternative ecological treatment technology that has multiple environmental and economic advantages. 
Wetland Solutions technology makes it feasible to develop medium and large-scale projects in rural areas.

Wetland Solutions by Magna Engineering
https://www.magnaengineering.ca/wetlandsolutions
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Presenter

10:40 - 11:00AM Session 10
Wetland Solutions for Economic Development 

Jennifer Massig, 
(P. Eng.)
President & Ceo Of 
Magna Engineering

Jennifer has 20 years of environmental/civil engineering experience in the community 
infrastructure field in both rural and urban environments across Western Canada. 

This has provided Jennifer with a unique perspective on how technical designs and 
requirements for specialized wetlands for wastewater and stormwater management. 
Jennifer has extensive experience in urban and rural land development servicing and 
additionally helping communities through planning, and community engagement.

Magna Engineering specializes in leading-edge wastewater and stormwater 
management solutions. Helping communities with their nature-based wetland solutions 
to support healthy economic growth. 

ENGINEERING SERVICES INC.



The TIPI Group of Companies is an economic development enterprise that engages 
communities and organizations to manage risks and protect their health and economic 
wellbeing through customized products and services. As the TIPI Group of Companies, we are 
able to provide professional advisement and access to services in the following areas for our 
clients: property and casualty insurance; group pension and benefits; group benefits 
administration; human resources services; leadership and development; and executive search 
and recruitment.
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Presenters

11:00 - 11:20AM Session 11
TIPI-IMI Group

Norine Cacciatore 
Sr. Account Executive
TIPI-IMI Insurance 
Partner

Janice Gladue 
COO TIPI-IMI Insurance 
Partners

Norine Cacciatore (nee Stewart) is Ojibway from North Caribou Lake Band and currently 
lives in Lake Country, British Columbia. Norine works in Alberta, BC & the Yukon for 
TIPI-IMI Insurance Partners.

Norine has worked in the insurance industry since 2007 and has been working 
exclusively with First Nations organizations since 2011. She joined TIPI-IMI Insurance 
Partners in 2017 and strives to make a difference in the lives of First Nations and 
Indigenous people through her work with Group Insurance and Pensions.

Janice has spent the past 20 years growing her skills and knowledge base. Beginning her 
journey in the insurance industry in 2009, she now serves as the Chief Operating Officer 
for the TIPI Group of Companies. 

The TIPI Group is a national family of companies that provides cost-efficient and effective 
insurance and risk management solutions, group benefits, and HR services and support. 
In her capacity as COO, Janice is responsible for people, processes, policy, business 
planning budgets, and administration. 

TIPI has doubled down by investing in people and developing innovative products and 
services that continue to build capacity and opportunity in the communities we serve. 
Janice has been at the forefront of this organizational commitment, challenging those 
around her to question the status quo, to think about how they can realize positive change 
and make a difference.



From the TransMountain and Coastal Gaslink Pipelines to Mining and Forestry operations, 
should First Nations take ownership in these kinds of projects? Our panel of experts from 
industry and First Nations will discuss the pros and cons of equity participation.
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Presenters

11:20 - NOON Session 12
Buying Equity in Major Projects – Does it Make Sense?

Byng Giraud,
President, 
Sedgwick Strategies

Byng specializes in obtaining approvals for major projects in the industrial, natural 
resources and infrastructure sectors. Byng has been using his extensive experience to 
help client's de-risk large scale projects at early stages to allow for construction.

Previously, Byng was with Woodfibre LNG Limited starting from 2013 as the company's 
first North American employee.  During the development stages of the project Byng 
served as Vice President of Corporate Affairs and then led the project locally as Country 
Manager. Byng concurrently served five years as Chairman
 of Ridley Terminals Inc. a Canadian government owned bulk export terminal in Prince 
Rupert, BC. 

Some of the recent highlights of Byng's work include:
Ÿ Obtained federal, provincial, and indigenous approval of the 2.1 mtpa Woodfibre 

LNG project.
Ÿ Negotiated and helped Squamish Nation implement the first ever indigenous 

environmental assessment process in Canada
Ÿ Negotiated the first ever agreements between operating mines and First Nations 

in British Columbia including agreements with five first nations at two separate 
projects.

Ÿ Led the corporate affairs and indigenous consultation processes leading to the 
2012 re-opening of the Huckleberry Mine in northern British Columbia.

Ÿ Led the Northwest Powerline Coalition, a coalition of companies, indigenous 
groups and individuals that successfully lobbied the BC Government to build the 
Northwest Transmission line along Highway 37 –thereby opening the region to 
mining and power projects which have been key to empowering local First 
Nations.

Ÿ Chaired Ridley Terminals Inc. during the Federal Crown Corporation's 
negotiations with Altagas that led to the building of a 1.2 mtpa liquified propane 
export facility in Prince Rupert—the first hydrocarbon export facility on the west 
coast in decades.

Ÿ Directly negotiated numerous indigenous economic benefit and related 
agreements.

Currently he sits on the BC Assembly of First Nations-BC Business Council 
“Champion's Table”, a body dedicated to breaking new ground in economic 
reconciliation. Byng continues to be involved in innovative efforts at First Nations 
economic reconciliation.

In 2012 Byng received the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal for volunteerism.

Byng holds a MSc. Econ. from the University of Wales, Aberystwyth, an MBA from the 
University of Cambridge (Jesus College) and a BA from the University of Victoria.
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Kelly Sherman,
President, Ecora Group

Tanya Corbet 
Vice-President, 
Sedgwick Strategies

Tanya is an experienced communicator, stakeholder engagement and business advisor, board 
member and community leader. She is a member of the Tsawwassen First Nation and lives on 
TFN lands, where she formerly served as an elected Councilor.

Tanya has over 20 years' experience working with and leading First Nations, businesses, and 
not-for-profits. Currently, she provides advisory services to connect industry and Indigenous 
communities to build partnerships leading to economic reconciliation. 

Tanya is an active member of the community serving as a volunteer on a wide range of Boards at 
the local, provincial, and national levels. She is currently a member of the New Relationship 
Trust Board of Directors, the Delta Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors, City of Delta's 
Mayor's Task Force on Diversity, Inclusion and Anti-Racism, Reach Child and Youth 
Development Society Advisory Board, and Council Member for the BC Capacity Initiative 
Council. 

She has also served as Vice Chair to the Kwantlen Polytechnic University Board of Governors, a 
Director for the Reach Foundation, World Trade Centre Vancouver Advisory Committee, CCAB 
Indigenous Export Advisory Council and Delta Hospital and Community Health Foundation.

Tanya is also a member of the Conservative Party's Leadership Election Organizing Committee 
and ran in the 2019 federal election in the riding of Delta. 

Tanya was elected BC Treaty Commission Commissioner by the First Nations Summit for a one-
year term beginning in February 2018.

She is a member of Tsawwassen First Nation (TFN) and has served as an elected Executive 
Councilor. She has also worked for the TFN Government for 20 years and has held key roles 
with the Treaty Team and the Economic Development Corporation. 

Tanya studied at the University of Northern BC and holds a Public Relations Associate Certificate 
from the British Columbia Institute of Technology.  She resides on TFN lands with husband Matt 
and her two children, Isabella, and James.

Kelly Sherman has an MBA in finance and is also a Registered Professional Forester with over 
18 years of forestry, environmental, and strategic planning related experience. Kelly's strengths 
are his strategic vision, perseverance, business development, and relationship building.
Kelly has been the President of Ecora since its inception in 2010. Ecora is an Engineering, 
Environment and Natural Resource Consulting company that is committed to creating and 
delivering quality products to our valued clients.

Kelly is one of BC's best equipped foresters for advising clients on strategic resource 
management decisions due to his expertise in the key elements affecting resource management 
decisions. His expertise includes 10 years experience in spatial modelling, 5 years experience in 
carbon budget modelling, is ISO 14064 certified carbon verification and validation and he has 
been certified to carry out vegetation resource inventories (VRI) since 1999. Kelly has also been 
trained in the fields of ecology, biometrics, growth, and yield. Kelly applies his experience 
through projects in carbon optimization, resource analysis, VRI, feasibility studies and ecology. 
Kelly is proud to have strong professional relationships with clients and colleagues including 
licensees, first nations and government organizations. His strength is in providing unbiased 
technical advice and decision support on natural resource matters to a diverse client base. Kelly 
has had the opportunity to share his ideas and innovative solutions by presenting at many 
conferences throughout North America over the past several years.
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Noon - 12:45PM

Keynote Luncheon Presentation –  Tax Jurisdiction, the 
foundation for prosperous and vibrant communities

12:45-1:15PM

Chief Commissioner Manny Jules has dedicated over 40 
years of his life to public service in support of Aboriginal 
issues. He is a member of the Tk’emlups te Secwepemc 
and served as Chief from 1984 to 2000. Mr. Jules led the 
amendment to the Indian Act in 1988 so that First Nations 
could exercise the jurisdiction to levy property taxes on-
reserve. The Indian Taxation Advisory Board (ITAB) and the 
current First Nation property tax system were created as a 
result of his vision and efforts. Mr. Jules served as Chair of 
ITAB from 1989 to 2003 and 2005 to 2007. He was the 
driving force behind the First Nations Fiscal Management 
Act, passed by Parliament in 2005, creating the First 
Nations Tax Commission. Mr. Jules was the recipient of an 
Honorary Doctorate of Laws from both the University of 
British Columbia in 1997 and Thompson Rivers University in 
2006, the Order of British Columbia in 2009, and the 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee medal in 2013. Mr. Jules is also a 
member of the Canadian Council for Aboriginal Business 
Hall of Fame. In 2019, Mr. Jules was reappointed Chief 
Commissioner for the First Nations Tax Commission.

Manny Jules
Chief Commissioner C.T.

Buffet Lunch and Networking Break

Enjoy the sumptuous fare from Executive Chef Tim Wilcox  

Sponsored by  



Best Practices - Building Economic Resilience and 
Reconciliation Through Collaboration

1:20-1:45PM
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Having just come out of a pandemic and now facing global economic uncertainty due in 
part to COVID as well as other geo-political issues, Indigenous Nations and businesses, 
whether they are community or individually owned and operated, have and continue to face 
unprecedented and difficult times!  Needless to say, these have been challenging and 
taxing on our businesses and sadly many have closed their doors and others are on the 
brink of survival. 

There is no question that the Indigenous economic development and business space still 
requires support to ensure its continued growth. Having said this, the support provided by 
all levels of government, regional organizations, industry, and other allies has enabled 
many Indigenous businesses to pivot and adapt to the circumstances of these difficult 
times. Indigenous businesses have developed creative solutions and coupled with their 
sheer will and determination they have survived and some have even thrived in this recent 
storm of events.

In this session, you will learn about how Ka:'yu:'k't'h'/Che:k'tles7et'h' First Nations (KCFN) 
https://kyuquotbc.ca/  a remote Indigenous coastal community situated on the West Coast 
of Vancouver Island was able to survive the 2 plus year COVID pandemic and thrive on the 
other side of it due in large part to their internal and external collaborative efforts. 

During the presentation we will outline practical, pragmatic examples of ways KCFN was 
able to come out of a difficult situation and position themselves to start building wealth. As 
you observe the presentation, we ask that you consider, as a partner of an Indigenous 
Nation, "What role do you see your organization playing in terms of providing opportunity 
for grassroots, community based Indigenous businesses to build resiliency in their 
operations and establish building blocks for socio-economic wealth and reconciliation?"

Kevin Jules is the Ka:'yu:'k't'h'/Che:k'tles7et'h' First 
Nations (KCFN) elected Vice Chief and this is his 3rd term 
in the KCFN Legislature. Kevin also holds the Economic 
Development portfolio and is the Chair of the board of 
directors. 

Ka:'yu:'tk't'h'/ Che:k'tles7et'h' First Nations (KCFN) are 
two Nations on the far North West Coast of Vancouver 
Island. To get to there you have to either fly in or travel by 
boat. The Nations amalgamated in the early 1960's. KCFN 
has been a treaty Nation since April 1, 2011. KCFN is one 
of five separate Nations that make up the Maanulth 
Treaty.

Kevin represents KCFN as a  Director on the board of the 
Strathcona Regional District and he also chairs their First 
Nation Relations Committee. Kevin is part of the 
development of the Fiscal Financial Agreement that is the 
framework for funding for treaty nations.

Kevin's goal is to support KCFN to become a self-
sufficient Nation. He would like KCFN to be able to offer 
all of their people the option to move back home by being 
part of the Nation's growing infrastructure.
 
Kevin uplifts his Nation and the people all while being an 
avid Canucks fan.

Kevin Jules
Vice Chief
Ka:'yu:'k't'h'/Che:k'tles7et'h' 
First Nations

Presenters
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Hello everyone, my traditional name is Tatuuc (Tatooch), 
which was given to me by my Grandmother, who is the 
Hereditary Chief of our Kyuquot First Nation. My name 
comes from the Thunderbird, which is the main crest 
(figure) on our family curtain. My English name is 
Alexander (Alex) Jules, and I have been a Holdings Board 
Director and an Economic Development Committee 
member since January of 2017. 

My family and I moved to the Valley in October (2017). I 
have 3 beautiful children, two who have moved out on 
their own and our 8-year-old son Jackson who lives with 
us. My wife is Lelaina Jules and is the Aboriginal 
Curriculum Support Teacher for local Secondary Schools.
I was born and raised in Kyuquot and moved away when I 
was 9-10 years old to Port Alberni. I grew up in the foster 
system and spent a lot of time living with my 
grandmothers.

I graduated from VIU, with a Diploma in Tourism and 
Recreation Studies, and am very close to accomplishing 
my Degree in Tourism Management.

Tatuuc – Alex Jules
Vice Chief
Holdings Board Director / 
Economic Development 
KCFN Group of Businesses

Best Practices - Building Economic Resilience and 
Reconciliation Through Collaboration Cont’d

1:20-1:45PM
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Delegates have the afternoon to attend the 
Government of Canada Workshop and/or network with the 
Exhibitors and other delegates in the River Rock Theatre.

1:45 - 4:30PM

Procurement Assistance Canada
Whistler Ballroom C

1:45 – 3:45PM

Get the inside edge on preparing bids and proposals for Government of Canada tenders. This 
workshop provides a “glimpse behind the curtain” from procurement professionals on the process used 
to evaluate bids and award contracts for the federal government. Learn about mandatory and point-
rated criteria, the basis of selection, and the kinds of questions which can be asked during the process.

This information session will include updates on policy and procedural changes, discussion of 
opportunities and impacts, and focussed discussions and hands-on assistance.  If you are looking for 
support specific to your business, to explore opportunities for collaboration, or policy details, this 
session is for you.

Obtenez l'avantage sur la préparation des soumissions et des propositions pour les appels d'offres du 
gouvernement du Canada. Cet atelier donne un « aperçu derrière le rideau » des professionnels de 
l'approvisionnement sur le processus utilisé pour évaluer les soumissions et attribuer les contrats pour 
le gouvernement fédéral. Renseignez-vous sur les critères obligatoires et cotés, la base de sélection et 
les types de questions qui peuvent être posées au cours du processus.
Cette séance d'information comprendra des mises à jour sur les changements de politique et de 
procédure, une discussion sur les opportunités et les impacts, ainsi que des discussions ciblées et une 
assistance pratique. Si vous recherchez un soutien spécifique à votre entreprise, pour explorer des 
opportunités de collaboration ou des détails de politique, cette session est pour vous.

Government of Canada Procurement Opportunities Workshop
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Banquet Dinner and Christmas Party6:30 -11:00PM

Join us for our Christmas party themed banquet dinner. Feel free to wear a festive outfit at 
the dinner. Prizes will be awarded for the best male and female Christmas outfits!

As the holiday season is just around the corner, we want to help kick-start the festivities 
with some top-class entertainment.

Uncle Joe 
and the Nephews 
from the 
Enoch Cree Nation
Joseph McDonald, who goes by the stage name Uncle 
Joe is a 28 y/o Cree singer/songwriter born and raised in 
the heart of Enoch Cree Nation. His vocal stylings are a 
mix of R&B and Soul, and his songs tell a story of 
sadness, struggle, joy and hope. With influences ranging 
from Amy Winehouse and Rachel Price to Shakey Graves 
and Chris Stapleton, Uncle Joe has developed a sound 
and voice that he hopes will touch the souls of those who 
hear it. The Nephews are a talented group of Uncle Joe’s 
Musical Friends and ensemble, together they create a full, 
soulful sound that will be sure to reach your heart.

The Joel West Band 
from Lake Babine 
and Esdilagh First Nations
 
Music saved the life of Lake Babine First Nation musician 
Joel West, and he just celebrated his 12th anniversary of 
sobriety. Along with band member Chad Stump from 
Esdilagh First Nation, Joel is using his fantastic guitar skills 
and gravelly voice to create a full-time future in the music 
business. He is a life-long Burns Lake resident and works 
every day to help his friends and family find a new and 
healthier approach to living.

Joel cites Buddy Guy, Merle Haggard and Ray Charles as 
some of his greatest musical influences. Whenever Joel 
plays our events, the crowd is always on their feet dancing 
to his fantastic rhythm and blues style.
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2023

Connecting Indigenous Business
with Global Industry Partners

March 28th – 30th 2023 | River Rock Casino & Resort, Richmond BC

| Vancouver 2023

2023

Join us at the amazing River Rock Casino for the most unique 
Aboriginal/Private Sector business networking conference of 2023!

REGISTER NOW FOR NABOC VANCOUVER ’23

As your Conference Organizer I look forward to hosting you at the 

River Rock Casino Resort from March 28th – 30th, 2023. To Sponsor 

something at the conference contact me directly:  geoff@2ggroup.ca

Toll Free: 1-866-284-8322   

Go To: AboriginalMarketPlace.com


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28
	Page 29
	Page 30
	Page 31
	Page 32
	Page 33
	Page 34
	Page 35
	Page 36
	Page 37
	Page 38
	Page 39
	Page 40
	Page 41
	Page 42
	Page 43
	Page 44
	Page 45
	Page 46
	Page 47
	Page 48
	Page 49
	Page 50
	Page 51

