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A Very Different Kind of 
Consulting Company

Aboriginal communities across Canada are working 
hard to secure their future within Canada's 
developing economy. The attitude of government 

and industry has changed dramatically in the last decade, and there is now a real desire to work collaboratively with 
Aboriginal communities and businesses to create equitable partnerships.

But, without the immediate business resources to manage the demands of future growth and uptake on opportunities, 
growth could be too slow, and these business opportunities could disappear.

Aboriginal Capacity Builders provides these resources through a team of expert business development and 
management service providers. We specialize in improving the human infrastructure capacity of Canadian Aboriginal 
communities and businesses, making them more viable, efficient, and profitable.

Our team members are all successful professionals in business consulting, the financial sector, construction, 
engineering and environmental industries, and are extremely well known and respected in the Aboriginal business 
world. Collectively, we have accumulated over 300 years of dedicated work with Aboriginal communities and 
businesses across Canada as business advisors, strategists, facilitators, and advocates.

“We Provide Investment and Create 
Profits for all of our First Nations Clients.” 

If your community or development corporation needs assistance with investment, capacity 
building, strategic planning, the creation of business partnerships, negotiations with 
proponents, land development or joint ventures, contact us to see how we can help.

Call us toll free: 1.866.284.8322 or 
email: geoff@aboriginalcapacitybuilders.com 

Geoff Greenwell,
President

Robert Louie,
Chairman

Aboriginal
Capacity Builders Ltd.

ACBACB
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WELCOME TO THE 2022 INDIGENOUS WEALTH 
CONFERENCE + DEALFEST

Since our very first NABOC event in Kelowna in 2008, we've continued to bring together 
Aboriginal and private sector business groups in supportive settings to encourage the 
formation of equitable business partnerships and joint ventures. 

Fast forward 14 years, and here we are at the River Rock Casino Resort running our 55th 
event in the conference series. Over the years we've run a variety of Aboriginal tourism, 
leadership, gas station, information technology and land development conferences, as 
well as our generic NABOC business networking events. 

All of our events are business focused, and we have tried very hard over the years to 
create the very best experiences we could for all of our delegates. The last few years were 
of course dramatically affected by COVID19, but we're back together in-person again and 
looking forward to some great networking.

For me personally, as the main driving force behind the conferences, the last 14 years 
has been a wonderful and progressive journey. Through my consulting work, I have 
travelled to many First Nations and Metis communities, as well as spending lengthy 
periods of time in the high Arctic working with Inuit business groups. Visiting all of 
these Aboriginal communities made me really appreciate how hard the struggle has been 
for them during Canada's 155 years of confederation. 

The time for reconciliation is long overdue, we cannot continue this unfairly lopsided 
relationship with our Aboriginal neighbours and friends. All Aboriginal people should 
have the same rights and freedoms, quality of life and expectations as any other 
Canadian. Sharing profits and benefits with our Aboriginal business partners is a very 
positive step forward in re-enfranchising Aboriginal people and their communities. 
Through sharing business profits, we can help raise up those young Aboriginal people 
who need our help to achieve their real potential in life. 

Adopting UNDRIP into both Federal and Provincial Laws will only enhance Canada as a 
country.

The theme of this conference is “Creating and Managing Intergenerational Wealth” and 
our agenda has a number of presentations and workshops that reflect this theme. 

The agenda also includes partnership, investment and supplier opportunities as well as 
valuable “Best Practices” information. In the mornings of December 7th and 8th we will 
hold our plenary sessions, and in the afternoons, everyone is free to visit with the 
exhibitors and hold meetings with each other. We encourage you to “Get some Deals 
Done!”  

We're bringing in Armond Duck Chief, Terri Anne Strongarm and Uncle Joe and the 
Nephews as our Hospitality Event and Banquet Dinner entertainment. Great acts that 
you'll really enjoy!

 A big thank you to all the sponsors of this event who stepped up to support our ongoing 
mission of “Creating Equitable Business Relationships with Canada's First Peoples,” we 
greatly appreciate your support. 

We recognize that at the River Rock Casino Resort we are in the traditional territory of the 
Musqueam People and we are very grateful to be hosting the event in their territory.

 A very warm welcome to all of our delegates and we hope you really enjoy your time 
with us.

Geoff Greenwel l
CEO, 2G Group
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EQUIPMENT 
RENTALS 

CONFERENCE & TRADE SHOW

Contact Steve Wispinski 
to discuss your event needs 
and get a quote:  

E:   steve@theeventpros.ca 

 

C:   250-801-1939
TF: 833-801-1939

 

 
 

We have been supplying equipment to conferences and 
tradeshows across Canada for 20 years, please contact us 
today for a quote on your next event.





GEOFF GREENWELL
CEO, 2G GROUP OF COMPANIES

Geoff Greenwell, MBA, CEO of 2G Group of companies 
has been working globally as a negotiator, facilitator and 
strategic planner for over 35 years. Geoff came to 
Canada in 1992 and since that time has worked 
extensively for Governments, Aboriginal Groups, NGO's 
and Private Sector organizations as a trusted business 
advisor. 

He was also a two-term municipal councillor in the District 
of Lake Country (British Columbia) and chaired the 
district's affordable housing and economic development 
committees from 2006 - 2012. Prior to coming to Canada, 
Geoff worked for twelve years in the Middle East, Africa, 
Southeast Asia and South America as a senior advisor for 
a consultancy firm that provided negotiating and research 
support to multinational energy companies. 

Geoff formed  in 2001 and works collaboratively 2G Group
with a team of expert associates who offer a variety of 
services to government, Aboriginal and corporate clients.
In 2018 Geoff partnered with the Ecora Group to create 
Aboriginal Capacity Builders (ACB), a consulting firm with 
a new approach to working with Aboriginal communities.
 Since inception the company has had great success in 
helping Aboriginal communities and businesses increase 
their capacity to develop profitable business ventures.
 The ACB team's areas of expertise include providing 
economic development/business advice, training, 
facilitation, strategic planning, corporate visioning, 
marketing, business planning, negotiating and mediation, 
research and project management. Collectively, the ACB 
team has created in excess of 300 partnerships and joint 
ventures between industry and Aboriginal business 
groups. 

Geoff has accomplished many unique things in his life 

NATIONAL ABORIGINAL BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES CONFERENCE
Group
OF COMPANIES

and is renowned as a true business visionary for his record of 
success with projects that he has led. Geoff specializes in 
taking projects 'from the drawing board' and bringing them to 
life. His development of the Aboriginal Marketplace 
networking and conference platform and the NABOC 
conference series are ongoing examples of unique ideas that 
he has turned into successful business ventures. He is the 
consummate networker, always looking to connect people 
and ideas, and his enthusiasm for creating equitable 
business partnerships between Aboriginal and private sector 
business groups rubs off on everyone who meets him. 

ACB offers their services globally and some recent notable 
clients include: Governments of New Brunswick, NWT and 
Nunavut, Northern Savings and Credit Union, Jardine Lloyd 
Thompson PLC, Lloyd & Partners (UK) PLC, Alterna Energy, 
Syntaris Power, Nigaani Air of Ontario, Okanagan Nation 
Alliance, Scuka Enterprises, Tsleil-Waututh Nation, The 
Blended Capital Group UK, Niche Media Group, Stuart Olson 
Dominion Construction, BFL Canada, Peace Country Fuels, 
St'at'imc Government, Cheam First Nation, Shackan Indian 
Band, Indigenous Bloom Corp, Neskonlith Indian Band, 
Sta'at'imc Government Services and the Upper Nicola Band. 

Geoff and the entire ACB team have assisted these clients, 
and many others, with their respective goals and helped 
them make informed decisions and achieve critical 
milestones within their organizations.  

Talk to Geoff, and other members of the ACB team who will 
be at the conference, about your organization’s needs and 
we'll work with you to help you reach your goals.

www.aboriginalcapacitybuilders.com

Your Conference Host and Organizer

Aboriginal
CapacityBuilders Ltd.

ACBACB

https://events.aboriginalmarketplace.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Sponsorship_2022_IWC_JN012.pdf
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Join us for drinks and appetizers at our Welcome Reception in the spectacular 
River Rock Theatre. 

Welcome Reception and Delegate Registration 
in the River Rock Theatre 

6:00 - 9:00PM

Sponsored By 
First People's Venture Capital Corp

Welcome!
DECEMBER 6th

FIRST PEOPLES
VENTURE CAPITAL CORP



8:30 - 8:45AM

Conference Day 1
DECEMBER 7th

Breakfast, Delegate Registration and Tradeshow Opens

Sponsored by Aboriginal Capacity Builders 
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8:40 - 8:50AM Opening Prayer and Welcome Address
(Musqueam Elder) 

IWF & DealFest

Aboriginal
Capacity Builders Ltd.

ACBACB

River Rock Theatre



First Nations communities are unique forms of government in Canada as they are expected 
not only to govern, but also create economic development corporations.”

Some Nations are making lots of money for their communities, but many are still struggling 
to generate wealth.
 
This panel of First Nations business leaders will discuss how they have created profitable 
business models in their communities. 
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Chief 
Robert Louie
Westbank First Nation 

Session 1

Community Wealth Creation - an Overview

8:50 - 9:30AM

Presenters

Chief 
Clarence Louie
Osoyoos Indian Band

Landon Miller, 
Vice-President of Sovereignty 
Business,  Bloom Community 
Cannabis Ltd.



Across Canada, First Nations governments and communities spend several billon dollars 
annually procuring goods and services. To date, very few Nations have collaborated on 
purchasing and procurement.

This panel will discuss examples of how First Nations have collaborated successfully to win 
government and industry contracts as well as creating “buying groups” to achieve better 
pricing on goods and services they consume, because 'money saved is money earned.'
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9:35 - 10:15AM Session 2
‘Aggregating' – Communities Coming Together to Partner and Procure.

Presenters

Alain Laprise,
Vice-President of 
Business Development,
Caleche Travel 

Carl Sampson
Lax Kw'alaams 

First Nation  

Barry Payne,
Indigenous Procurement 
Specialist - Office of Small and 
Medium Enterprises, Public 
Services & Procurement Canada 
– Pacific Region         
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Unlocking the economic potential of reserve lands is vital to the future financial success of 
all First Nations. Whether it be through resource extraction, land leasing or real estate 
projects, reserve land development is beginning to boom across Canada as more Bands 
adopt Land Codes and become autonomous with zoning and decision making  over their 
lands.

This presentation will showcase 'Westrich Bay' successful real estate project on Westbank 
First Nation lands and discuss the steps that were taken along the way to make 
the project a reality.

10:20 - 11:00AM Session 3

Attracting Investment Capital to your Projects and Reserve Lands..

Westrich Bay on Westbank First Nation lands 

Westrich Bay is a luxury waterfront residential community being developed on Westbank First Nation lands, adjacent to 
West Kelowna. It will consist of 72 townhomes and 110 apartment style units in two phases. Amenities will include a marina 
on Lake Okanagan, with private boat slips and a waterside restaurant, lounge and patio, an infinity pool, and direct beach 
access. Westrich Pacific is also developing a 334 rental apartment project on adjacent land, construction of which is about 
to start.

Presenters

Michael Neinhuis
Counsel Singleton 
Uruqhart Reynolds 
Vogel LLP 

Richie Lam
CO-CEO

Westrich Pacific

David Sanche
CO-CEO 
Wastrich Pacific
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11:05 - NOON

Investment Opportunities and Syndicated Investing

Presenters

Many First Nations struggle with the concept of investing their money off their own 
reserve lands. However, some of the best investment opportunities lie off-reserve.

Syndicated investing is a way that communities can pool resources and spread risk.

The Vice-President of Investment Strategies and General Counsel of the First Peoples 
Venture Capital Corp, a private equity firm helping First Nations make good investment 
choices, will overview these three investment opportunities:

Session 4

Blair Lowther, 
General Counsel
First Peoples Venture 
Capital Corp    

David Berry
VP of Investment Strategies
First Peoples Venture 
Capital Corp    

Ohkwari Health Group – a private hospital model looking for First Nations partners from 
across Canada.

Bloom Community Cannabis – a cultivation and manufacturing business on the Osoyoos 
Indian Band reserve looking for First Nations investors. 

NATS Nursery – a specialist plant nursery based in Langley BC looking for new First 
Nations owners



NOON - 12:45 Buffet Lunch and Networking Break

Enjoy the sumptuous fare from Executive Chef Tim Wilcox  

Sponsored by  
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INDIGENOUS 
IT CORP
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Keynote Luncheon Speaker –TBD 

 

12:45-1:15PM
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Delegates have the afternoon to network with the 
Exhibitors in the River Rock Theatre 

IWF & DealFest

1:30 - 4:30PM

Hospitality Event with Live Entertainment in the River Rock 
Theatre Enjoy the country sounds of Armond Duck-Chief

5:00 - 9:00PM

Armond Duck-Chief
Armond Duck Chief is a Canadian singer 
and songwriter of country music, who was 
a Juno Award nominee for Aboriginal 
Album of the Year at the Juno Awards of 
2016 for his album The One.

A member of the Siksika Nation from 
Alberta, he released his debut album 
Country Groove in 2011.

In addition to the Juno Award nomination, 
The One was a winner for Best Country 
Album, and Duck Chief for Best 
Songwriter, at the 2015 Indigenous Music 
Awards.



22DECEMBER 6 – 8, 2022 – RIVER ROCK RESORT, VANCOUVERIWF & DealFest

8:00 - 8:45AM

Conference Day 2
DECEMBER 8th

Breakfast, Delegate Registration and Tradeshow Opens

Sponsored by Aboriginal Capacity Builders Ltd 

River Rock Theatre

Aboriginal
Capacity Builders Ltd.

ACBACB
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Presenter

TBD,
TBD

When First Nations communities come into significant amounts of money through 
negotiations like treaty and impact benefit agreements, they tend to create Community 
Trusts. These trusts require significant legal and financial advice when they are being 
created. This presentation  will overview how to create a community trust with a view to 
long-term wealth management.
the project a reality.

8:50 - 9:30AM Session 5
Creating and Managing Community Trusts – Legal Considerations..

Presenter

David Berry
VP of Investment Strategies
First Peoples Venture Capital Corp

This presentation will discuss how you safely invest community money and create a 
portfolio that is balanced and will produce long-term gains for the community trust.

9:35 - 10:10AM Session 6
Developing a Balanced Investment Portfolio
..

David Berry is a finance investment specialist and still is widely regarded as the most 
successful trader in Canadian History. Over his 10 year career at Scotia Bank, trading its 
largest proprietary book from 1995-2005, Mr Berry increased Scotia's market share from 
virtual obscurity to approximately 70%, numbers unprecedented in history in any market 
and numbers that have never been even closely rivaled since. Mr Berry was also 
responsible for over 40% of the bottom line profit for the entire institutional equity 
department of Scotia Capital during those years earning in excess of $75 million each 
year for the bank



Bitcoin today presents potentially the most unique opportunity for generational wealth 
creation accessible to the everyday market, but the first step towards investing is 
understanding it. What is Bitcoin?  

Bitcoin is both an alternative money that is not issued or controlled by a government or a 
bank, and a manmade resource, which has a permanently fixed supply. A person or 
organization can hold it as an investment, or as a source of funds to exchange for goods 
and services. It cannot be confiscated. No government or organization can control the rules 
of how Bitcoin works at this time.

This introductory session will explore 
• the history of money and the invention of Bitcoin
• why Bitcoin represents the purest form of money 
• the case for investing in Bitcoin 
• how tax-exempt investing in Bitcoin could potentially create  a source of continually 

growing wealth for First Nations communities

24DECEMBER 6 – 8, 2022 – RIVER ROCK RESORT, VANCOUVERIWF & DealFest

Presenter

Scott Dedels,
Senior Sales Consultant
Bitcoin Well

10:00 - 10:30AM Session 7
BITCOIN Explained – Is it Investable?

During his 15-year career in financial services, Scott Dedels has held a variety of roles in 
the world of insurance, including sales leadership, and corporate consulting. 
Scott has experience in financial planning, asset allocation, pension consulting, and risk 
management. As he became educated about Bitcoin, 
the gap in financial advice regarding it became glaring. Scott understands that the need 
for a personal interaction in a Bitcoin purchase is as important as 
with any other significant financial decision. As a Senior Sales Consultant at Bitcoin Well, 
Scott brings his experience in traditional financial services to help guide 
individuals and corporations through the process of custodial Bitcoin purchases.  





From the TransMountain and Coastal Gaslink Pipelines to Mining and Forestry operations, 
should First Nations take ownership in these kinds of projects? Our panel of experts from 
industry and First Nations will discuss the pros and cons of equity participation.
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Presenters

Jason Majore,
Former CEO of the Haisla 
Development Corporation

10:50 - NOON Session 8
Buying Equity in Major Projects – Does it Make Sense?

Byng Giraud,
CEO, 
Sedgwick Strategies

Kelly Sherman,
President, Ecora Group
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Enjoy more sumptuous fare from Executive Chef Mike WilcoxNoon - 12:45PM

Sponsored By
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Delegates have the afternoon to network with the 
Exhibitors in the River Rock Theatre 

1:00 - 4:30PM
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Banquet Dinner and Christmas Party6:30 -11:30PM

Join us for our Christmas party themed banquet dinner. Feel free to wear a festive outfit at 
the dinner. Prizes will be awarded for the best male and female Christmas outfits!

As the holiday season is just around the corner, we want to help kick-start the festivities 
with some top-class entertainment.

Uncle Joe 
and the Nephews 
from the 
Enoch Cree Nation
Joseph McDonald, who goes by the stage name Uncle Joe is a 28 y/o Cree 
singer/songwriter born and raised in the heart of Enoch Cree Nation. His vocal 
stylings are a mix of R&B and Soul, and his songs tell a story of sadness, struggle, 
joy and hope. With influences ranging from Amy Winehouse and Rachel Price to 
Shakey Graves and Chris Stapleton, Uncle Joe has developed a sound and voice 
that he hopes will touch the souls of those who hear it. The Nephews are a talented 
group of Uncle Joe’s Musical Friends and ensemble, together they create a full, 
soulful sound that will be sure to reach your heart.

The Joel West Band 
from Lake Babine 
and Esdilagh First Nations
 
Bio to come
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2023

Connecting Indigenous Business
with Global Industry Partners

March 28th – 30th 2023 | River Rock Casino & Resort, Richmond BC

| Vancouver 2023

2023

Join us at the amazing River Rock Casino for the most unique 
Aboriginal/Private Sector business networking conference of 2023!

REGISTER NOW FOR NABOC VANCOUVER ’23

As your Conference Organizer I look forward to hosting you at the 

River Rock Casino Resort from March 28th – 30th, 2023. To Sponsor 

something at the conference contact me directly:  geoff@2ggroup.ca

Toll Free: 1-866-284-8322   

Go To: AboriginalMarketPlace.com
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