
2022

OSOYOOS
14TH ANNIVERSARY

THE NATIONAL ABORIGINAL BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES CONFERENCE SERIES

CHIEF
CLARENCE
LOUIE

Join Host Chief Clarence Louie and 200 Aboriginal and 
Industry “Key Decision Makers” for the ultimate high 

powered business networking conference at the 
spectacular NK'MIP Resort in Osoyoos, BC 

A B O R I G I N A L M A R K E T P L A C E . C O M

Conference AgendaConference Agenda

WELCOME TO THE 

‘Building Capacity’
September 6th – 8th 2022



A Very Different Kind of 
Consulting Company

Aboriginal communities across Canada are working 
hard to secure their future within Canada's 
developing economy. The attitude of government 

and industry has changed dramatically in the last decade, and there is now a real desire to work collaboratively with 
Aboriginal communities and businesses to create equitable partnerships.

But, without the immediate business resources to manage the demands of future growth and uptake on opportunities, 
growth could be too slow, and these business opportunities could disappear.

Aboriginal Capacity Builders provides these resources through a team of expert business development and 
management service providers. We specialize in improving the human infrastructure capacity of Canadian Aboriginal 
communities and businesses, making them more viable, efficient, and profitable.

Our team members are all successful professionals in business consulting, the financial sector, construction, 
engineering and environmental industries, and are extremely well known and respected in the Aboriginal business 
world. Collectively, we have accumulated over 300 years of dedicated work with Aboriginal communities and 
businesses across Canada as business advisors, strategists, facilitators, and advocates.

“We Provide Investment and Create 
Profits for all of our First Nations Clients.” 

If your community or development corporation needs assistance with investment, capacity 
building, strategic planning, the creation of business partnerships, negotiations with 
proponents, land development or joint ventures, contact us to see how we can help.

Call us toll free: 1.866.284.8322 or 
email: geoff@aboriginalcapacitybuilders.com 

Geoff Greenwell,
President

Robert Louie,
Chairman

Aboriginal
Capacity Builders Ltd.

ACBACB
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WELCOME TO THE 
2022 OSOYOOS NABOC 

Since our very first NABOC event in Kelowna in 2008, we've continued to bring together 
Aboriginal and private sector business groups in supportive settings to encourage the formation of 
equitable business partnerships and joint ventures. 

Fast forward 14 years, and here we are at the NK’MIP Resort running our 53rd event in the 
conference series. Over the years we've run a variety of Aboriginal tourism, leadership, gas station, 
information technology and land development conferences, as well as our generic NABOC 
business networking events. 

All of our events are business focused, and we have tried very hard over the years to create the 
very best experiences we could for all of our delegates. The logistics of last year's NABOC 
Osoyoos were of course dramatically affected by COVID19, but everyone who attended had a great 
time, and as usual lots of business was done. 

For me personally, as the main driving force behind the conferences, the last 14 years has been a 
wonderful and progressive journey. Through my consulting work, I have travelled to many First 
Nations and Metis communities, as well as spending lengthy periods of time in the high Arctic 
working with Inuit business groups. 

Visiting all of these Aboriginal communities made me really appreciate how hard the struggle has 
been for them during Canada's 155 years of confederation. The time for reconciliation is long 
overdue, we cannot continue this unfairly lopsided relationship with our Aboriginal neighbours 
and friends. 

All Aboriginal people should have the same rights and freedoms, quality of life and expectations as 
any other Canadian. Sharing profits and benefits with our Aboriginal business partners is a very 
positive step forward in re-enfranchising Aboriginal people and their communities. 

Through sharing business profits, we can help raise up those young Aboriginal people who need 
our help to achieve their real potential in life. Adopting UNDRIP into both Federal and Provincial 
Laws will only enhance Canada as a country. 

The theme of this year's NABOC Osoyoos is “Building Capacity” and our agenda has a number of 
presentations and workshops that reflect this theme. The agenda also includes partnership, 
investment and supplier opportunities as well as valuable “Best Practices” information. 

We've brought back Terri-Anne Strongarm and Bitterly Divine by popular demand, and we are 
adding the great country sounds of Armond Duck Chief to entertain us at the hospitality events and 
banquet dinner. 

A big thank you to all of the sponsors of this event who stepped up to support our ongoing 
mission of “Creating Equitable Business Relationships with Canada's First Peoples,” we greatly 
appreciate your support.

We recognize that at the NK’MIP Resort we are in the traditional territory of the Sylix, (Okanagan 
People) and we are very grateful to Chief Clarence Louie and his Council for welcoming us into 
their territory and participating in the conference. A very warm welcome to all of our delegates and 
we hope you really enjoy your time with us.

Geoff Greenwel l
CEO, 2G Group
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GEOFF GREENWELL
CEO, 2G GROUP OF COMPANIES

Geoff Greenwell, MBA, CEO of 2G Group of companies 
has been working globally as a negotiator, facilitator and 
strategic planner for over 35 years. Geoff came to 
Canada in 1992 and since that time has worked 
extensively for Governments, Aboriginal Groups, NGO's 
and Private Sector organizations as a trusted business 
advisor. 

He was also a two-term municipal councillor in the District 
of Lake Country (British Columbia) and chaired the 
district's affordable housing and economic development 
committees from 2006 - 2012. Prior to coming to Canada, 
Geoff worked for twelve years in the Middle East, Africa, 
Southeast Asia and South America as a senior advisor for 
a consultancy firm that provided negotiating and research 
support to multinational energy companies. 

Geoff formed  in 2001 and works collaboratively 2G Group
with a team of expert associates who offer a variety of 
services to government, Aboriginal and corporate clients.
In 2018 Geoff partnered with the Ecora Group to create 
Aboriginal Capacity Builders (ACB), a consulting firm with 
a new approach to working with Aboriginal communities.
 Since inception the company has had great success in 
helping Aboriginal communities and businesses increase 
their capacity to develop profitable business ventures.
 The ACB team's areas of expertise include providing 
economic development/business advice, training, 
facilitation, strategic planning, corporate visioning, 
marketing, business planning, negotiating and mediation, 
research and project management. Collectively, the ACB 
team has created in excess of 300 partnerships and joint 
ventures between industry and Aboriginal business 
groups. 

Geoff has accomplished many unique things in his life 

NATIONAL ABORIGINAL BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES CONFERENCE
Group
OF COMPANIES

and is renowned as a true business visionary for his record of 
success with projects that he has led. Geoff specializes in 
taking projects 'from the drawing board' and bringing them to 
life. His development of the Aboriginal Marketplace 
networking and conference platform and the NABOC 
conference series are ongoing examples of unique ideas that 
he has turned into successful business ventures. He is the 
consummate networker, always looking to connect people 
and ideas, and his enthusiasm for creating equitable 
business partnerships between Aboriginal and private sector 
business groups rubs off on everyone who meets him. 
ACB offers their services globally and some recent notable 
clients include: Governments of New Brunswick, NWT and 
Nunavut, Northern Savings and Credit Union, Jardine Lloyd 
Thompson PLC, Lloyd & Partners (UK) PLC, Alterna Energy, 
Syntaris Power, Nigaani Air of Ontario, Okanagan Nation 
Alliance, Scuka Enterprises, Tsleil-Waututh Nation, 

The Blended Capital Group UK, Niche Media Group, Stuart 
Olson Dominion Construction, BFL Canada, Peace Country 
Fuels, St'at'imc Government, Cheam First Nation, Shackan 
Indian Band, Indigenous Bloom Corp, Neskonlith Indian 
Band, Sta'at'imc Government Services and the Upper Nicola 
Band. 

Geoff and the entire ACB team have assisted these clients, 
and many others, with their respective goals and helped 
them make informed decisions and achieve critical 
milestones within their organizations.  

Talk to Geoff, and other members of the ACB team who will 
be at the conference, about your organization’s needs and 
we'll work with you to help you reach your goals.

www.aboriginalcapacitybuilders.com

Your Conference Host and Organizer

Aboriginal
CapacityBuilders Ltd.

ACBACB



7SEPTEMBER 6 – 8, NK'MIP RESORT IN OSOYOOS, BCOsoyoos 2022

Join our Osoyoos Indian Band tour guides and 
visit the numerous Band owned businesses and 
community buildings (delegates who are signed 
up meet at hotel reception at 2:45pm)

Tour of the Osoyoos Indian 
Band Lands and Businesses

3:00 - 5:50PM

Join us for drinks and appetizers at our Welcome Reception hosted by Allteck Limited Partnership, 
and the Ecora Group on the Rooftop Deck of the Spirit Lodge Building with stunning views over the 
NK'MIP Vineyard. 

Welcome Reception and Delegate Registration on 
the Spirit Lodge Rooftop Deck

6:00 - 9:00PM

WELCOME

Sponsored By

Conference Day 1  
SEPT 6th



7:30 - 8:30AM

Conference Day 2
SEPT 7th

Breakfast, Delegate Registration and Tradeshow Opens

Sponsored by Aboriginal Capacity Builders 
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8:30 - 8:50AM Opening Prayer and Welcome Address
Chief Clarence Louie, CEO – Osoyoos Indian Band 

Osoyoos 2022

Aboriginal
Capacity Builders Ltd.

ACBACB

Sponsored By



A fund supported by Indigenous community and industry investment, dedicated to lending 
to Indigenous owned and led projects, is long overdue in Canada.

“Nations-Supporting-Nations” is the concept behind the fund. Indigenous communities and 
projects can invest in the fund and get guaranteed rates of return and they can also borrow 
from the fund at competitive rates. 

Unlike other more traditional forms of bank loans and investments, the fund is solely 
focused on the project being financed and does require security from other community 
assets. 

This presentation will explain the scope of the fund and the opportunities it presents.

9SEPTEMBER 6 – 8, NK'MIP RESORT IN OSOYOOS, BCOsoyoos 2022

Business Pitches 1-5

BLAIR LOWTHER
Legal Counsel, First People's 
Venture Capital Corp

Business Pitch 1

Raising Money for Projects and Acquisitions
– introducing the First Peoples Venture Capital Corporation Fund

8:50 - 10:30AM

Presenter

FIRST PEOPLES
VENTURE CAPITAL CORP

Blair was formerly a corporate lawyer at one of the largest law firms in 
Canada, where he advised companies listed on the NYSE, TSX, TSX-V and 
CSE. He is an expert in structuring financial, operational and legal strategies 
for businesses seeking to expand their operations and maximize shareholder 
value. Blair has Bachelor of Arts (BA) and Juris Doctor (JD) degrees from 
UBC and is a member of the Law Society of British Columbia. 

Blair currently works as General Counsel for Bloom Community Cannabis, a 
company that partners with Indigenous communities across Canada to create 
economic opportunities in the cannabis sector. Blair is also an instructor at 
Kwantlen Polytechnic University, where he teaches students about the basic 
operations of the Canadian legal system, including torts, contracts, property 
law, employment law, and the various forms of business organizations. Blair 
is also actively involved in the not-for-profit sector, including as Chairman of 
Sport BC and a Director of Canada SCORES. 

kjhgkjhgkj



BFL Canada and the First Nations Finance Authority have been working on the creation of 
a “community ownership model” for the insurance needs of First Nations communities and 
businesses.

They will discuss their new model during this presentation and demonstrate the benefits of 
joining for communities and majority owned First Nations businesses.    
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Business Pitches 1-5

ANNEMARIE GARBY
Indigenous Practice Leader
BFL Canada

JODY ANDERSON
Business Development Manager
First Nations Finance Authority

8:50 - 10:30AM

Business Pitch 2

A Community Owned Insurance Model

Presenters
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Business Pitches 1-58:50 - 10:30AM

Business Pitch 3

The Growcer

Presenters

Advances in technology are enabling food to be grown commercially and sustainably anywhere 
year-round. The Growcer will share how their indoor growing technology helps communities start 
new locally-owned food businesses. Through first-hand experiences, this session explores how 
food projects and businesses empower communities in ways beyond the plate by increasing 
opportunities for economic development, youth engagement, and education. The conversations 
will focus on the how, the why, and the results behind community-led commercial food businesses.

PHILIPPE FOREST, 
Director of Business 
Development & 
Indigenous Partnerships

BRANAVAN THARMARAJAH, 
Head Project Consultant
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Business Pitches 1-58:50 - 10:30AM

Business Pitch 4

Indigenous IT Corp

Presenter

First Nations communities and businesses still often struggle to find reliable IT solutions and 
quality, affordable service. The solution is to train some of your young Band members to become 
Certified Network Technicians so that they can take care of the communities IT needs. 

This presentation will introduce the new Indigenous IT Limited Partnership that communities and 
businesses can join to access the excellent 24/7/365 IT support at very reasonable prices.

Chris Gillen, 
CEO, Indigenous IT Corp 

INDIGENOUS  IT CORP
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Business Pitches 1-58:50 - 10:30AM

Business Pitch 5

Indigenous Travel Partners Limited Partnership

Presenters

First Nations and Canadian corporations spend tens of millions a year on corporate travel with no 
opportunity to gain benefit from the money they spend. This presentation will introduce the 
concept of an extended Limited Partnership group of First Nations owning their own travel 
company with operational support from Caleche Travel, Canada's most dedicated corporate travel 
agency. Learn how corporate travel will be easily and seamlessly managed by this new Limited 
Partnership.

Alain Laprise,
Vice-President of 
Business Development
Caleche Travel 

Sandrine Dossantos, 
Vice-President of Operations,

Caleche Travel



10:30 - 11:25AM Networking and Refreshment Break 

Sponsored by Wilson M. Beck Insurance (Specialty) Services  
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11:30 - NOON SODEXO - Best Practices in Indigenous 
Employment and Training 

Over the years, Sodexo has excelled in providing quality services for workforce 
accommodations in remote sites around the world, including multiple locations across 
Canada. At Sodexo, we are proud to say that 100% of the remote projects in Canada are 
accomplished with an Indigenous partner or coach from the community.  

It is not simply about being successful at doing business, it is also about how we create a 
legacy, drive prosperity and build the future leaders in the industry. Part of Sodexo's strategic 
development plan is to contribute to the social and economic development of the 
communities with which we are involved. We believe training, coaching, mentoring and 
listening are the only ways to maximize partnerships and employment opportunities with 
Indigenous Nations in the communities we serve.

At Sodexo, we are committed to creating transparent partnerships and relationships with 
Indigenous Nations across Canada.

Sodexo supports and respects the Truth and Reconciliation Commission's 94 Calls to Action, 
specifically, Action 92, which “calls upon the corporate sector in Canada to adopt the United 
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples as a reconciliation framework and to 
apply its principles, norms, and standards to corporate policy and core operational activities 
involving Indigenous peoples and their lands and resources.”

During our presentation, you will hear some of the learnings and success stories that illustrate 
our commitments.

YANNICK BEDARD
Director of Business 
Development – Sodexo Canada

JONATHAN KRUGER
Director of Indigenous 
Relations– Sodexo Canada



12:45 - 1:30PM

Chief Louie’s efforts have been widely 
recognized in Canada and the United 

States. In 1999, he received the 

Aboriginal Business Leader Award from 

All Nations Trust and Development 
Corporation. In 2000, the Advancement 
of Native Development Officers (CANDO) 
named Chief Louie the “Economic 

Developer of the Year”. 

In the same year, Clarence was chosen 
to join the Governor General of Canada 
in the 2000 leadership tour. In 2001, 
Chief Louie was appointed to the 
Aboriginal Business Canada Board and 

most recently was appointed 

Chairperson of this Board. In 2002, 
Aboriginal Tourism B.C. awarded Chief 
Louie the “Inspirational Leadership 
Award”. MacLean’s Magazine listed Chief 

Clarence Louie as one of the “Top 50 

Canadians to Watch” in their January 

Keynote Luncheon Speaker - Chief Clarence Louie

CHIEF 
CLARENCE LOUIE
CEO, Osoyoos Indian Band

2003 issue. More recognition came in 
2003 as the U.S. Department of State 
selected Clarence as 1 of 6 First Nation 

representatives to participate in a 2-week 

tour of successful American Indian tribes. 

In April 2004, the National Aboriginal 

Achievement Foundation presented 
Clarence with the award for “Business 
and Community Development”. 

The National Aboriginal Achievement 
Awards represent the highest honor the 
Aboriginal Community bestows upon its 
own achievers. In June 2006, Chief Louie 
was presented with the Order of British 

Columbia, which is the province’s highest 
honor for outstanding achievement.

Chief Louie was awarded the Order of 

Canada in 2016 and became the first 

Aboriginal person to be inducted into the 

Canadian Business Hall of Fame in 2018.  

Sponsored By
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Optional Afternoon Activities

Delegates can sign up for one of the following activities at an additional cost:

Osoyoos 2022

1:30 - 4:30PM

Option 1

Guided Cultural Interpretive Hike through the NK'MIP Desert
Join our Osoyoos Indian Band guides for a 2-hour hike to learn about the 
plants and animals that are special to the Syilx (Okanagan people). 

Please meet at 1:45pm at the front entrance to the Desert Cultural Centre 
wearing good walking shoes/boots

Option 2

Go-Kart Racing Tournament 
We'll be running a full afternoon of Go-Kart racing at the Area 27 racetrack. 
Delegates will race against each other in an elimination round and some will 
reach the final. Who will place 1st, 2nd and 3rd and get their pictures taken 
on the podium!! 

Check out the action at https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=etxdgBvqY-Y
Please meet at 1:30pm in front of hotel reception to be bussed to the 
racetrack.

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=etxdgBvqY-Y
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Optional Afternoon Activities (Cont’d)

Osoyoos 2022

1:30 - 4:30PM

Option 3

Networking Session in the NKMIP Conference Centre
Delegates can spend the afternoon having one-on-one meetings and visiting 
with our tradeshow exhibitors.

Please remain in the conference centre after Chief Louie's Keynote lunch 
speech.

Option 4

Wine tour to the District Wine Village
Join our tour guides and visit the new 'District Wine Village' at the Osoyoos 
Indian Band's Senkulem Business Park, 

Buses leave from outside hotel reception at 1:45pm. The tour will last about 
3 hours.
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Hospitality Event at the NK’MIP Desert Cultural Centre

Sponsored by –  FortisBC and RealWorld Films

Osoyoos 2022

5:00 - 8:00PM

Armond Duck-Chief

Powerful, captivating and unique are all words 
regularly used to describe the voice of Terri-
Anne Strongarm. Singing since the age of 4 
years old alongside Lawrence Strongarm (her 
father) of the Highway Express Band. 

She is a multi award winning live performer 
and recording artist delighting audiences at 
major events across Canada and the United 
States.

She has opened for acts such as Charlie 
Major, The Road Hammers, Doug Kershaw 
and Patty Loveless. Terri-Anne is not only a 
live performer, but also a social media hit with 
over a million total views of her songs. Her 
incredible vocal range and stage presence 
always wows our delegates. 

Terri-anne Strongarm

Armond Duck Chief is a Canadian singer 
and songwriter of country music, who was 
a Juno Award nominee for Aboriginal 
Album of the Year at the Juno Awards of 
2016 for his album The One.

A member of the Siksika Nation from 
Alberta, he released his debut album 
Country Groove in 2011.

In addition to the Juno Award nomination, 
The One was a winner for Best Country 
Album, and Duck Chief for Best 
Songwriter, at the 2015 Indigenous Music 
Awards.

Featuring performances from 2 great Aboriginal performers
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8:00 - 8:45AM

Conference Day 2  
SEPTEMBER 8th

Breakfast, Delegate Registration and Tradeshow Opens

Sponsored by Aboriginal Capacity Builders 

Aboriginal
CapacityBuilders Ltd.

ACBACB
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8:50 - 10:00AM Spirit Lodge Room

Osoyoos 2022

Bidding Masterclass Workshop 

Get the inside edge on preparing bids and proposals for Government of Canada tenders.  This 
workshop provides a “glimpse behind the curtain” from procurement professionals on the process 
used to evaluate bids and award contracts for the federal government. Learn about mandatory 
and point-rated criteria, the basis of selection, and the kinds of questions which can be asked 
during the process. 

Le workshop apporte un  « regard dans les coulisses » auprès des professionnels de 
l'approvisionnement pour connaître le processus utilisé pour évaluer les offres et attribuer les 
contrats du gouvernement fédéral. Découvrez des critères obligatoires et cotés, la base de 
sélection et le type de questions pouvant être posées au cours du processus.

TIM LOW 
Policy Advisor
Procurement Assistance
Canada         

CAROLYN ARTHUR
Procurement Leader
Procurement Assistance
Canada                 

STEPHANIE WATERS           
Project Officer
Procurement Assistance
Canada                                
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8:50 - 10:30AM NK’MIP Conference Centre

Osoyoos 2022

Business Pitch 6

Presenters

Barzin Assadi, 
Principal

Jack D. Schmidt,

This presentation will give an overview of the current markets and how you should prepare for 
proper coverage and key elements you will have to consider when looking for proper insurance 
coverage. It will also discuss what challenges the current market is facing, and how it is affecting 
Indigenous Communities and their Development Corporations. The first step of risk mitigation is 
having proper risk management in place.

What are the challenges of Insuring Indigenous Communities and their 
Development Corporations?

Principal

Jack Schmidt is one of the principals and head of 
Indigenous Relations at Wilson M. Beck Insurance 
Services (Specialty) Inc. “WMB Specialty” with 
specialization in Indigenous communities and their 
development arms, hospitality, security, and risk 
management. 

With over 20 years of international business 
experience, Jack has built an extensive network 
around the globe. Jack has served as Director of 
Indigenous Relations & Business Development and 
Vice President of Indigenous Relations with both 
national and international organizations. 

In these previous positions, his responsibilities 
included developing Indigenous partnerships, joint 
ventures, and education programs with various 
Indigenous communities across Canada while 
focusing on developing strong regional and 
national community engagement programs.
Jack's vision when joining WMB Specialty was to 
be the front runner in developing partnerships with 
Indigenous Communities as true partners in the 
insurance world. He lives by the motto “Walk the 
walk before you talk the talk.”

Barzin Assadi is one of the principals at Wilson 
M. Beck Insurance Services (Specialty) Inc. 
“WMB Specialty” with specialization in complex 
risks, cross border, and global risk management 
and placement. 

Barzin began his career as a commercial 
underwriter with ING Insurance in 2008. In 2014, 
he obtained his MBA from the University of 
Toronto, at which point he made the switch to Aon 
Reed Stenhouse as a corporate broker. He 
concentrated in working with global and complex 
clients.  In 2021 he became one of the founding 
partners at WMB Specialty.

Barzin is an avid networker and loves conversing 
with clients to understand and explore the 
challenges they face to make sure they get the 
best service that they need. 
Barzin's vision for Wilson M. Beck Specialty' 
clients is to tailor-make specific insurance 
programs for each client so that they have exactly 
what they need.
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8:50 - 10:30AM

Osoyoos 2022

Business Pitch 7

Bloom Community Cannabis Ltd

Presenters

”Since legalization in 2018, many First Nations have tried to enter the Cannabis industry with a 
variety of successes and failures. Finding a reliable supply of quality Cannabis products outside of 
the provincial licensing systems has been very challenging for on-reserve stores. Bloom 
Community Cannabis Ltd (BCCL) was created to solve this problem. With manufacturing facilities 
on the Osoyoos Indian Band's reserve in BC and Six Nations of the Grand River reserve in 
Ontario, BCCL operates under a sovereignty model and can supply on-reserve stores across 
Canada that are outside of the provincial licensing systems.”   

Landon Miller, GEOFF GREENWELL
Chairman,  Bloom 
Community Cannabis Ltd.

Vice-President of Business 
Development,  Bloom 
Community Cannabis Ltd.
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8:50 - 10:30AM NK”MIP Conference Centre

Osoyoos 2022

Business Pitch 8

Presenters

After 33 years in business, the owners of a large well-known Canadian plant nursery business are 
looking to retire. They are looking to sell the business to a group of First Nations from different 
parts of Canada. Each Nation who becomes an owner will be given their own exclusive territory to 
sell regionally suitable Native plants for restoration, reclamation and reforestation projects, 
sustainable gardening, construction and urban landscaping. This presentation will explain the 
exciting opportunity for a group of First Nations to take on a highly successful and unique 
business with ongoing support from the Nursery's expert production team. 

TBD
TBD

TBD
TBD

Plant Nursery Business for Sale
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10:40 - 11:30AM Networking and Refreshment Break 

Sponsored by Wilson M. Beck Insurance (Specialty) Services  

11:35 - NOON

Shxw’ōwhámél Ventures was established in June 2015 as a labour workforce and in a few short 
years, has become one of the most diversified nation-owned construction companies in British 
Columbia. Our goal is to actively pursue and participate on major projects within and around our 
traditional territory in beautiful Hope, BC. As an Indigenous owned and operated company, we 
bring a unique perspective and local knowledge to everything that we do. 

We are a driven, experienced team that is ready to execute during the entire project lifecycle- from 
pre-construction planning, to construction, to maintenance and to the operations period including 
ownership. Our goal is to bring diverse and sustainable economic development opportunities to 
our nation resulting in a strong and prosperous community for generations to come.

NK’MIP Conference Centre

Business Pitch 9

Landon John, 
Business Development 
Manager

Alfred James, 
CEO

Presenters

Shxw’ōwhámél Ventures







Buffet Lunch and Networking Break
Enjoy more sumptuous fare from the Okanagan
Sponsored by 

Noon – 12:45PM
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12:45 - 1:15PM Keynote Lunch Presentation

Building Indigenous Business Capacity:  A Tribal College, 
Western University, and non-profit initiative (ICIR and ICE).

For years, frontline Indigenous engagement and business relations practitioners pushed for 
accreditation of those working in the field.  Under the leadership of the Circle for Aboriginal 
Relations (CFAR), courses were developed for:  worldview & history, community (economic) 
development, environment & livelihood, Indigenous laws, lands & current industry government 
relations and organizational culture & negotiation preparedness.

The Indigenous Community Industry Relations (ICIR) and Indigenous Community Engagement 
(ICE) certificates were developed under the leadership of Elders, knowledge keepers and 
Indigenous scholars.  Courses are team taught with Elders and Indigenous scholars.  

This unique partnership is building capacity and creating frontline success as a tribal college, a 
western university and a non-profit society come together to lift the people and give Indigenous 
knowledge its rightful place.  We encourage all to come learn about this unique partnership.   
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Manager, Indigenous Community Relations
Robert B. Somerville Co. Limited

Melanie Lizotte, B.A. (Honors), M.Ed.                     

Melanie Lizotte is a member of the Metis Nation of Alberta and is 
currently the Manager of Indigenous Community Relations for 
Somerville.

Melanie has a Master's Degree in Human Rights Policy Studies 

and Intercultural Education from the University of Alberta. 
Melanie has obtained certification in Indigenous Community 
Industry Relations from the University of Alberta which is a two-
year program taught by Indigenous Elders and leaders including 

Traditional Knowledge Keepers, lawyers, and doctors. 

Melanie is currently in her 3rd year of training with internationally 
renown psychiatrist Dr. Bruce Perry in Trauma Responsive 
Education at the Neurosequential Network in Houston, Texas. 

Melanie has been providing Professional Development sessions 

in Trauma Responsive Education to teachers and administrators 

in Indigenous communities in Alberta and British Columbia. 

12:45 - 1:15PM Keynote Lunch Speakers 
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12:45 - 1:15PM

Manager, Indigenous Partnerships, PTW Energy

Sandra Sutter                  

Sandra is the Aboriginal Partnerships Manager for PTW Energy 

Services and for CGT Industrial. She is also the President of the 

Circle for Aboriginal Relations Society and serves on several 
Indigenous serving boards and committees across Canada 
including the Canadian Forces Liaison Council, Careers – take on 
the future, the National Indigenous Economic Development 

Board, the Métis Women's Economic Security Council and the 

Downie Wenjack Fund. In 2019, Sandra was recognized by WXN 
as one of the Top 100 Most Powerful Women in Canada, received 
an Esquao Award from the Institute for the Advancement of 
Aboriginal Women and an Aboriginal Role Model of Alberta 

Award.

Raised in a loving non-Indigenous family, Sandra affirmed and 

embraced her ancestral and cultural roots later in life. Her 
heritage influences her every step through life and she has grown 
into an active and passionate advocate for Indigenous culture 

and rights. Her life journey in both the non-Indigenous and 

Indigenous worlds has given her a unique perspective and 

opportunity to bring people together on the path towards 
reconciliation.
Sandra also enjoys a concurrent career as an Award-Winning 
recording artist and filmmaker with a focus on truth and 

reconciliation, receiving 6 Industry awards and 27 nominations in 

the last four years.

Sharing her message through multiple mediums, Ms. Sutter's 
works are featured in short films, theatre productions and poetry 
anthologies.

Keynote Lunch Speakers 
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12:45 - 1:15PM

Servant Leader

Dr. Patricia Makokis, Ed.D                   

Dr. Patricia Makokis resides on the Saddle Lake Cree Nation with 

her husband Eugene.  She is mother to Janice, James and kokum 

(grandma) to 7 year old Atayoh.  She has a Doctor of Education 

degree from the University of San Diego (2000).  

She has designed, developed and taught at the undergraduate, 

masters and doctorate level.  She led the development of the 

Indigenous Community Industry Relations (ICIR) program, and 
she currently teaches in the program.  

Her most recent work has been in film working with her daughter 

Janice and film producer, Brad Leitch on treaty - ally productions.  

See:  www.treatytalk.com    |   www.treatywalk.com     

Keynote Lunch Speakers 



Optional  Activities

Delegates can sign up for one of the following activities at an additional cost

Option 1

Charity Golf Tournament at Sonora Dunes Golf Course 
Golfers meet at the Pro-shop at 12:40pm.

1:30 - 4:30PM
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Optional  Activities Cont’d1:30 - 4:30PM

Option 2

Wine tour to the District Wine Village 
Join our tour guides and visit the new 'District Wine Village' at the Osoyoos 
Indian Band's Senkulem Business Park.

Buses leave from outside hotel reception at 1:30pm. The tour will last about 
3 hours.
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Optional  Activities Cont’d1:30 - 4:30PM

Option 4

Networking Session in the NKMIP Conference Centre

Delegates can spend the afternoon having one-on-one meetings and visiting 
with our tradeshow exhibitors.

Please remain in the conference centre after lunch

Option 3

Trail Ride through the NK'MIP Desert with Osoyoos Indian Band 
guides.

Meet your guides at the NK'MIP Campground stables at 1:30pm for a 90 
minute trail ride.



6:00 - MIDNIGHT
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All Delegate Banquet Dinner at the NK'MIP 
Conference Centre

BITTERLY DIVINE

WINE SPONSORBANQUET SPONSOR

Powerful, captivating and unique are all words 
regularly used to describe the voice of Terri-Anne 
Strongarm. Singing since the age of 4 years old 
alongside Lawrence Strongarm (her father) of the 
Highway Express Band. 

She is a multi award winning live performer and 
recording artist delighting audiences at major events 
across Canada and the United States.

She has opened for acts such as Charlie Major, The 
Road Hammers, Doug Kershaw and Patty Loveless. 
Terri-Anne is not only a live performer, but also a social 
media hit with over a million total views of her songs. 
Her incredible vocal range and stage presence always 
wows our delegates. 

TERRI-ANNE STRONGARM

Back by popular demand, Squamish Nation blues rockers Bitterly Divine are guaranteed to 
get you dancing. 

INDUSTRIAL TRAILERS





OSOYOOS
2022

DEALFEST 
Featuring 40 Business Pitches!

 
SPONSORSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES

GREAT CONFERENCES 
FOR 1 LOW PRICE!

INDIGENOUS
WEALTH CONFERENCE

+

OCTOBER 25 – 27 2022

Property developers and investors with over 
$5billion on offer for land development!

a� new

THE NATIONAL ABORIGINAL BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES CONFERENCE SERIES

2

Presented by

DON'T MISS THIS 
SPECTACULAR EVENT!
REGISTER AT ABORIGINALMARKETPLACE.COM
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