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6:00 - 9:00PM

WELCOME RECEPTION AND
EALY BIRD REGISTRATION

STAPRIL 21

Delegate Registration and Welcome Reception in the River Rock Theatre

Sponsored by Allteck Line Contractors 

S T R DAPRIL 21  – 23  2020, RIVER ROCK CASINOREZTECH 2020



7:30 - 8:30AM

CONFERENCE DAY 1

NDAPRIL 22

Continental Breakfast, Delegate Registration and Tradeshow Opens
(in the River Rock Theatre) 

Sponsored by Aboriginal Capacity Builders

Opening Prayer and Welcome Ceremony - Elder from Musqueam First Nation 
and Conference MC - Tewanee Joseph

8:30 - 8:50AM
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TEWANEE JOSEPH
CEO, 
Tewanee Consulting Group

Tewanee served as the Executive Director and 
Chief Executive Officer of the Four Host First 
Nations Secretariat for the Vancouver 2010 

Tewanee is a member of the Squamish First 
Nation, and is half Maori. He served eight years 
on the Squamish Nation Council and has a talent 
for facilitation and coordinating diverse groups 
to identify and achieve their goals. He has 
utilized his skills to work on a broad range of 

initiatives including First Nations federal 
legislation, First Nations Land Management, 

Strategic Communications and Governance.

Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games. 
Tewanee worked with the Vancouver Organizing 
Committee and its partners to ensure 

unprecedented Aboriginal participation in the 
planning, hosting and staging of the 2010 
Games. In this role, he spearheaded the largest 
re-brand of Aboriginal people in Canadian history 
and led the team that overcame countless 
obstacles and doubt to create a world-renowned 
brand, and a new model for inclusivity.

His goal is to carry on these teachings and share 

best practices long into the future.
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In order to successfully implement CIA you must first have a user friendly file 
management system. Best Practices models for file management will also be 
discussed in this session.

Ÿ Availability ensures that data is both available and accessible to 
satisfy business needs.

Ÿ Confidentiality ensures that data is accessed only by authorized 
individuals;

This presentation will cover the core elements of data security which are 
”confidentiality, integrity, and availability”. Also known as the “CIA triad”, this 
is a security model and guide for organizations to keep their sensitive data 
protected from unauthorized access and data exfiltration.

Ÿ Integrity ensures that information is reliable as well as accurate; and

SESSION 1

Data Protection and File Management - “It all Starts Here”

8:55 - 9:25AM

SEUNGBUM YOO
President and CEO, 
TLC Solutions

Seungbum has been in the IT industry for over 
20 years and has a strong background in both 
Computer Science and Telecommunications. In 
1999, he founded TLC with a focus on providing 
excellent IT & Telecommunication services to 
customers. Seungbum graduated at SAIT in 
2000 with President’s list member (Honors) in 
Telecommunications Engineering Technology, 
achieved the highest mark in his program, and 

also received the first scholarship award at 
SAIT. With his dedication, TLC has been 
growing rapidly and became one of the most 
knowledgeable IT & Communication companies 
in Canada. As a high achiever himself, he sets 
himself with high expectations of providing 
excellent service to clients and the TLC team. 
His motto is "work with amazing people, and 
have fun!"
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9:30 - 10:00AM

Most business meetings are still being conducted “old school” with 
everyone taking their own notes and having to email information back and 
forth after meetings. This presentation will show delegates how to use a 
Sharepoint platform that allows everyone to see each other’s notes in real 
time during meetings, and how documents and notes can be added to the 
conversation both during and after meetings. This kind of platform can 
save thousands of hours of time across a year, reducing redundancy and 
keeping people much more effectively connected.

SESSION 2

Using Sharepoint Platforms to Make Your Meetings 
and Connectivity More Effective

ANDY GREENWELL 
Technology Manager - ACA, CPA 
2G Group of Companies



10:05 - 10:30AM
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Ÿ Create and view reports with easy-to-read graphs.

Its purpose is to improve how communities and Nations interact with their 
members. Its features include:

Ÿ The ability to conduct a simple search by name, phone number, 
address, or status number for instant results.

Ÿ Statistics captured easily to identify programming needs.

Ÿ The Advanced/filtered search lets you choose the criteria and shows 
only desired results — for viewing or exporting to a spreadsheet.

Ÿ The ability to collect relevant information from members.

Database4Nations is a unique, “cutting edge” membership database for 
hosting member contact information. 

SESSION 3

Membership Administration Platforms

CHRIS HAMMOND
Lead Software Developer,
TLC Solutions
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Chris Hammond is currently working as the 
lead software developer for TLC solutions. He 
received his degree in software engineering 
from UBC and has over a decade of experience 
in the IT/Developer industry. He is familiar with 
many programming and scripting languages 
including, C#, Java, Javascript, PHP, and 

Powershell. Chris enjoys learning new 
technology and programming frameworks 
and is always up for a challenge. Chris's 
hobbies include photography and hiking in 
his spare time.
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10:30 - 11:00AM Nutrition, Networking Break and Tradeshow Visit

Sponsored by Aboriginal Capacity Builders

REZTECH 2020

11:05 - 11:30AM

High-speed internet access has long been recognized as fundamental in closing 
the socio-economic gap between First Nations and other Canadians. While 
many First Nations now have a broadband connection into their communities, a 
lot more work needs to be done to increase bandwidth and provide a reliable 
and affordable connection to homes and businesses on-reserve.

SESSION 4

Becoming your Own Community ISP 

JAMIE STERRITT
Community Engagement Officer,
Pathways to Technology Project
Communities get to know Jamie well as he leads 
them through the engagement process to plan, 

construct and deliver new high-speed internet 
service to First Nations communities throughout 

BC. Jamie has been heavily involved in Digital 
Divide projects throughout BC for the past 10 

years. As Manager of Information Technologies 
for the Gitksan Government Commission, he 
helped design and deploy a wireless broadband 

network for four communities around 
Hazelton, two of which were First Nation. He 
has a strong understanding of community 

consultation and the issues faced by new 

communities taking their first steps toward 
connectivity. Jamie has also taught computer-
related courses for the Northwest Community 
College, Gitksan Wet'suwet'en Education 
Society, and Gitksan Watershed Authority.
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11:35 - NOON

First Nations have traditionally always seen themselves as “customers” 
when it comes to their IT needs. This presentation will highlight a model 
where First Nations can become their own IT providers and develop a “for-
profit” community owned business servicing surrounding communities and 
local businesses.

Opportunities for First Nations in the IT Industry

SESSION 5

GEOFF GREENWELL
President 
Aboriginal Capacity Builders Ltd.

Geoff is the CEO and President of the 2G 
Group of Companies, a diverse organization 
which includes 2G Consulting Ltd, Aboriginal 
Marketplace Events Ltd, The Event Pros Ltd, 
Aboriginal Capacity Builders Ltd, Greenwell 
Asset Management Ltd and Skeena Property 
Management LP.

He has been working with Canadian 
Aboriginal communities for over 25 years as 
a business advisor, strategic planner and 
facilitator. He has always been an advocate 
for Aboriginal inclusion and creating equitable 

business partnerships with Aboriginal 
communities and businesses. 

Geoff also regularly works with private sector 
companies wishing to create business 
partnerships and joint ventures with 
Aboriginal Businesses and communities.

He sits on the boards of 8 First Nations 
development corporations and advises 
numerous other First Nations clients on 
improving their business operations and 
making them more profitable. 
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Bringing Broadband to Remote Communities

Keynote Luncheon Speaker  - Alfred Loon, Eeyou Communications Network12:50 - 1:20PM

NOON - 12:45PM Buffet Lunch and Networking Break – Enjoy the sumptuous fare of BC Coast. 
Sponsored by Aboriginal Capacity Builders IT Ltd

S T R DAPRIL 21  – 23  2020, RIVER ROCK CASINO

Aboriginal Builders   Ltd.Capacity  IT

ACB IT

REZTECH 2020

ALFRED LOON
President, 
Eeyou Communications Network

Mr. Loon was the founding member and 
President of the first Youth Council of Mistissini, 
a position he held until 1988.  During his 
University studies, Mr. Loon participated actively 

in the First Nations Student Association, 

Alfred Loon is a member of the Cree Nation of 
Mistissini. He graduated from Concordia 
University (Economics) and Sir Sandford Fleming 
College (Economic Development and Business 
Development). He is President and a founding 
member of the Eeyou Communications Network 
where he directs day-to-day operations of the 
inter-community fibre-optic broadband facility.

He began his career in economic development 

with the Cree Nation of Mistissini, Mistco 

Ventures and CreeCo. In 1995, he was 
responsible for the Economic Development at 
the Cree Nation Government and remained as a 
Director, until 2015.

Montreal Native Friendship Centre, and 

Concordia First Nation Education organization. 

He served as national President of the Council for 

the Advancement of Native Development Officers 
(CANDO) and was Quebec Director. He is a 
founding board member of Cree Outfitting & 

Tourism Association (COTA), Cree Native Arts & 

Crafts Association as well as founding member of 
the Quebec Labrador Economic Development 
Commission. He is also an Executive Board 
Member of the Secretariat to the Cree Nation 
Abitibi-Témiscamingue Economic Alliance.

As Economic Development Director for the Cree 
Nation Government, Mr. Loon assisted countless 
Cree start-ups and businesses through their 
planning and development phases, in tourism, 
arts and crafts, training development, program 
administration, advising and organizing various 
types of conferences and symposiums. 
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1:20 - 1:45PM

The renewable energy market has changed significantly in recent years in utility 
procurement options, technology, costs, and project financing. Ongoing 
regulatory discussions on Indigenous utilities may further shift the market 
opportunity going forward.

Renewable Energy - Market Opportunity

SESSION 6

JAMES GRIFFITHS
Development Specialist 
Sunspear Microgrid
James has over 17 years of experience 
developing large scale clean energy projects 
including wind, solar and hydro power projects. 
James has experience in environmental 
assessment, regulatory hearings, project design, 
strategic planning, project management, 
community engagement, and First Nations 
engagement. He is trained in conflict resolution, 
coaching, leadership, and group facilitation and 
has experience working alongside governments 
and First Nations. 

James has managed development for dozens of 
energy projects in Western Canada, and has 

successfully led projects through design, 
Environmental Assessment approval, bidding 
for and securing a Power Purchase Agreement 
and Due Diligence during project sale. 

James has served as Chair of the Wind 
Committee in BC’s renewable energy 
association, advising on government policy, 
research, and public relations. James teaches 
a course in wind energy development at the 
BC Institute of Technology. He completed a 
M.Sc. in Environment and Management at the 
Royal Roads University in 2008 and a B.Sc. in 
Physics and Astronomy in 2002

REZTECH 2020

1:50 - 2:15PM

Creation of Indigenous owned utilities is a concept gaining increasing interest 
in BC, which raises the question of if and how to best regulate these entities. To 
explore this matter, the BC Utilities Commission launched the Indigenous 
Utilities Regulation Inquiry to provide recommendations to government.

Renewable Energy - Indigenous Utilities Regulation Inquiry Update 

DAVID M. MORTON
Chair and Chief Executive Officer, 
BCUC
David was appointed Chair and CEO of the BCUC 
in December 2015. David’s responsibility is to 

deliver on the Vision of the BCUC – to be a trusted 
and respected regulator that contributes to the 

well‐being and long‐term interests of British 

Columbians. In addition, to being the Chair and 
CEO, he is also a Commissioner - a role he has 
had since 2010. He considers this to be a key part 
of his leadership role. As a result, he continues to 
participate, usually as the Panel Chair, in a number 
of key proceedings. A significant proceeding that 
he recently led is the Site C Inquiry - the largest 
proceeding ever undertaken by the BCUC.

David also has over 25 years of experience as 
a consultant in the information technology 
sector. He is a Professional Engineer in British 
Columbia, has a Licentiate in Accounting from 
the Society of Management Accountants 
Canada, is certified with the ICD.D designation 
in 2013 by the Institute of Corporate Directors 

and holds a Bachelor of Applied Science from 

the University of Toronto. David also serves as 
director for the Arts Club Theatre Company, 
and as President of the West Vancouver 
Community Arts Council.



9

2:30 - 3:15PM Nutrition, Networking Break and Tradeshow Visit

3:20 - 4:20PM

Our panel of experts from organizations involved in lending to, and investing 
in, the renewable energy industry will discuss how to structure projects to 
be investable.

SESSION 7

Financing Renewable Energy Projects

S T R DAPRIL 21  – 23  2020, RIVER ROCK CASINOREZTECH 2020

FRANK BUSCH
Director of Information & Marketing, 
First Nations Finance Authority

As Director of Community Engagement, Frank 
is responsible for building and maintaining 
relationships with First Nations and providing 
information and advice to First Nation Councils, 
Staff and Membership that increases 
awareness of the FNFA Financing, Investment 
and Advisory Services.

Frank is a member of the Nisichawayasihk 
(Nee-chise-away-a-see) Cree Nation and grew 
up in Northern Manitoba. He holds a bachelor’s 

degree in Indigenous Studies from the 
University of Manitoba, 5 certificates from the 
Canadian Securities Institute and a Post-
Graduate Certificate in Finance from Harvard 
University. He is a published author and past 
recipient of the Burt Award for First Nations, 
Metis and Inuit Literature. He serves on the 
Board of Directors of a publicly traded, cross-
border, industrial technology company and as 
such, is a registered “insider” on the Toronto 
and New York Stock Exchanges.

JONATHAN FRANK
Director, Clean Energy Business Development, 
Vancity Community Investment Bank 

Jonathan brings a wealth of clean energy 
project development and finance experience 
across a wide range of technologies including 
solar energy, energy efficiency retrofits, 

geothermal heating and cooling, renewable 

natural gas, microgrids, energy storage, and 
electric vehicle charging infrastructure. Over his 
career working at companies like CoPower, 

SunEdison and RESCo, he has played a lead 

role in securing clean energy contracts valued 
in the hundreds of millions of dollars. He has 
also provided clean energy, sustainability and 
business development consulting services to 
organizations like Oxford Properties, Triovest 

Realty Advisors, and PowerHub. He is a two-

time recipient of CanSIA’s Game Changer 
Award, as Canada’s Emerging Solar Leader in 

2015 and on behalf of CoPower in 2019 for 
Solar Finance Innovation. Jonathan currently 
sits on the City of Toronto’s Advisory Committee 
for Existing Building Retrofits, tasked with 
developing the strategy and implementation 
plan for retrofitting all buildings in the City by 
2050 for Net Zero Carbon. He also sits on the 
Canadian Green Building Council Financial 
Advisory Group for the Investor Confidence 
Project, a “LEED for energy efficiency retrofits” 

initiative.



10S T R DAPRIL 21  – 23  2020, RIVER ROCK CASINOREZTECH 2020

D.K. (DOUG) BOURQUE
VP, 
Indigenous Banking BMO, BC and Yukon

Doug Bourque has worked in the financial 

services industry for 38 years with the majority 

being in Commercial Banking; the past 25 years 

of which have been in the Indigenous Market. 

Under his current role with BMO Bank of 
Montreal, Doug is responsible for the strategy 
and business development activities for First 
Nations and aboriginal entities in the Province of 
B.C. and Yukon. He also works closely with 
BMO’s National Office Indigenous Banking, 
assisting with the development of National 
strategies. 

Doug, who is Cree was born and raised in 
Peace River Alberta. He has had a very active 
volunteer life. He was heavily involved in the 
Friendship Centre movement early in his adult 
life being a President of a local of a local 
Friendship Centre for 5 years, as well as being 
the National Board Representative for Alberta on 
the National Association of Friendship Centres 
for 4 years. Other volunteer commitments 
include being the Co-Chair of Region 3 Child & 
Family Services where he completed a service 

Doug is currently a member of the Aboriginal 
Financial Officers Association, National 
Aboriginal Trust Officers Association, Council for 
the Advancement of Native Development Officers 
(CANDO) and is committed to providing the 
Aboriginal communities with improved access to 
financial products and services.

delivery plan for the region. He has been an 
Authority Board member of both the Calgary 
Rockyview Child & Family Services Region and 
the Edmonton Child & Family Services Region. 
Doug was the Business Committee Chair for 
Aboriginal Opportunities Committee with the 
Calgary Chamber of Commerce, a Board 

member of the Calgary Native Awareness 

Society, as well as a board member of an 

Aboriginal Capital Corp. 

Doug was a past Board Member of Qathen 

Xwegus Management Corporation which 
manages all of the economic development for 
the Klahoose First Nation. Doug also currently 
chairs the Finance Committee for Williams Lake 
Indian Band.
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4:20 - 4:30PM Recap of the Day's Presentations

S T R DAPRIL 21  – 23  2020, RIVER ROCK CASINO

5:00 - 8:00PM Hospitality Event in the River Rock Theatre - 
Network with other Delegates and Visit the Tradeshow  

Sponsored by Aboriginal Capacity Builders IT Ltd

Aboriginal Builders   Ltd.Capacity  IT

ACB IT

REZTECH 2020

TEWANEE JOSEPH
CEO, 
Tewanee Consulting Group



7:30 - 8:30AM Continental Breakfast, Delegate Registration and Tradeshow Opens

CONFERENCE DAY 2

RDAPRIL 23

12

8:30 - 9:00AM

S T R DAPRIL 21  – 23  2020, RIVER ROCK CASINOREZTECH 2020

“Want to learn how to pilot a Drone?” This session will cover a variety of 
applications for Drones, current regulations and required certifications as 
well as basic piloting technique. Watch in real-time as the Drone(s) fly 
around the theatre demonstrating their ease of application and 
maneuverability. 

SESSION 8

Using Drone Technology in Land Development, Lands 
Management and other Applications

KYLE CANNING
UAV Sales Manager,
Carto Canada
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9:05 - 9:45AM

Kwusen is a specialist consulting company who works with Indigenous 
communities to conduct community-based research on Indigenous 
Knowledge, cultural heritage, and traditional land use. Their participatory 
approach emphasizes community capacity building to engage community 
members in researching their own cultural heritage, Indigenous Knowledge, 
and land use practices. Kwusen specializes in traditional ecological 
knowledge, Indigenous Knowledge, and Traditional Land Use and 
Occupancy research in relation to land claims and environmental impact 
assessments. They also provide innovative services to utilize documentary 
video, websites, apps and web-based mapping technologies in their 
research and reporting.

SESSION 9

An Innovative Approach to TEK and Land Use Studies

REZTECH 2020

TOMAGH BEHR
Anthropologist and Principal – BA, MA
Kwusen Research and Media

Towagh has conducted Traditional Knowledge 
(TK), TLUS, and cultural documentation 
projects with over thirty indigenous 
communities in western and northern Canada 
in the past fourteen years. His expertise is in 
working with communities to document 
Aboriginal and Treaty rights and to then 
understand and communicate likely effects of 
industrial development and change upon these 
rights. In addition to conducting social sciences 
and archival research projects with 
communities, he has a technical background 
as a documentary filmmaker and website 
developer.

Towagh has a BA (joint honours anthropology & 

sociology) from McGill University and an MA in 
cultural anthropology and environmental 

studies from the University of Victoria where 
his research focused on the use of digital 

media to work with First Nations in creating 
their own multimedia representations of their 

cultures, languages, and traditional knowledge. 

In response to challenges First Nations 
communities were having managing diverse 
recordings (maps, audio, video, notes, etc.) 

made as a part of TLUS, Towagh designed a 

secure web-based data management system. 
This web-based mapping and data 
management system grew into the 

Community KnowledgeKeeper, which is now 
used by twenty Indigenous communities to 
manage research data and consultation with 
government and industry.

As an applied anthropologist, Towagh has 
worked with communities to integrate their 
TEK into environmental assessment processes 
for the oil and gas, mining, and energy 
sectors. He has also provided training and 
capacity building programs for First Nation 
communities that have included TLU research 
methods, interview methods, website 
development, and video production.
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9:50 - 10:25AM

Many Indigenous communities are still struggling to get affordable and 
sustainable access to internet connectivity. Both Provincial and Federal 
government economic development departments recognize that connecting 
Indigenous communities with the information they need to advance and utilize 
digital and connected technologies is vital.

This presentation will discuss solutions to providing Broadband in communities 
that are outside of the existing systems provided by existing providers.

SESSION 10

Broadband for All Aboriginal Communities

SEUNGBUM YOO
President and CEO, 
TLC Solutions

10:30 - 11:00AM Nutrition, Networking Break and Tradeshow Visit
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11:05 - NOON

Our panel of experts from organizations involved in providing renewable 
energy and efficiency grants and programs will discuss options and how 
to get involved.

Renewable Energy & Efficiency Grant Funding & Programs

SESSION 11

COLE SAYERS
BC Indigenous Clean Energy Initiatives – 
New Relationship Trust

MICHAEL MATSUBUCHI
First Nation Clean Energy Business Fund

Cole Sayers is from the Hupacasath First 
Nation. He manages the BC Indigenous Clean 
Energy Initiative at the New Relationship Trust. 
He is passionate about First Nations nation-

building and clean energy, helping advance 
First Nations clean energy projects specifically 
and transitioning to renewable energy and a 
clean economy more generally.

Michael has been employed by British 
Columbia’s Provincial Government for much of 
his career. In this time, he has accepted 
progressively higher roles and responsibilities 
throughout the BC Government, including 
assignments at the Ministry of Finance and the 
Ministry of Energy and Mines’ Natural Resource 
Transformation Sector. He is currently the 
Director of Fiscal Arrangements and Climate 
Action for the Ministry of Indigenous Relations 
and Reconciliation, where Michael designed, 
developed and implemented the First Nations 

Clean Energy Business Fund (FNCEBF). 

Additionally, he also leads MIRR’s Fiscal team 
on the financial aspects of treaty arrangements 

and other non-treaty agreements.

Michael also sits as a member of the Board of 
Directors for the Governor General’s Canadian 
Leadership Conference (GGCLC). The GGCLC 
was created to broaden the perspectives of 
future leaders in management, unions, 
government and the community sector so that 

their decisions are based on a practical 
understanding of the influence of their 
organizations on the general welfare of the 
community.

After graduating with an undergraduate 

degree in Economics from the University of 
Victoria (Uvic), Michael later earned his Master 
of Business Administration at UVic and had the 

opportunity to complete his specialization at 

the École Nationale des Ponts et Chaussées 
(ENPC) in Paris, France.

While raising two young sons, Michael can be 
found playing hockey, coaching Victoria 
Racquet Club Kings’ Rep hockey teams, and 
as President, operating the Castlemen Spring 
Hockey Club. Michael holds a black belt in full 

contact International Top Karate. He also 
enjoys reading, mountain biking, skiing, golf 

and participating in many other outdoor 
activities.
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CAROL SUHAN
FortisBC Manager of Conservation and 
Energy Management

SETH OLDHAM
BC Hydro PowerSmart, 
Indigenous Relationship Lead, 
Demand Side Management

Carol Suhan leads FortisBC conservation and 
efficiency programs for Indigenous 
communities and local governments. With more 
than twenty years’ experience leading 

behaviour change programs, Carol works with 

communities to achieve their energy efficiency 

improvement goals.

Seth Oldham engages with and supports 
Indigenous community participation in energy 
conservation and the clean energy transition. 
Seth coordinates with other BC Hydro 
colleagues and teams as well as external 

partners to support energy conservation 
initiatives in Indigenous communities. His role 
is a shared resource between BC Hydro’s 
Indigenous Relations and Conservation & 
Energy Management teams.
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Keynote Luncheon Speaker 12:50 - 1:20PM

TBD
Nipissi

NOON - 12:45PM Buffet Lunch and Networking Break – Enjoy more of the BC Coast’s 
sumptuous fare. Sponsored by Aboriginal Capacity Builders IT Ltd

Aboriginal Builders   Ltd.Capacity  IT

ACB IT

REZTECH 2020
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1:25 - 1:55PM

Solar power technology and costs have rapidly developed in recent years 
turning this technology into a readily accessible option for both small scale 
deployment and large scale projects. Learn about some case studies and 
consider opportunities in your Territory.

Solar Energy Projects

SESSION 12

REZTECH 2020

CORY BIGHAM
President,
Sunspear Microgrid
Cory Bigham is President and senior developer 
at Sunspear Microgrid, a company that partners 
with Indigenous communities to advance clean 
energy projects that reduce costs, create 
employment, and boost energy self-sufficiency. 

Cory helps plan and implement projects that 
incorporate technologies like wind power, solar 
power, hydro power, and energy efficiency. He 
brings over a decade of experience working in 
large scale clean energy project development, 
including roles in management, finance, and 
business case development. Cory has advised 

As president of Sunspear, Cory is responsible 
for the growth and successful execution of 
Sunspear’s clean energy project pipeline and 
community partnership initiatives.

on new technology development, design of 
fuel supply chains for a major utility in Western 
Canada, and led the design of community 
scale energy projects and energy planning. 
Cory holds a M.Sc. in Renewable Energy 
Management from the University of Freiburg, 
and a B.Sc. in Global Resource Systems from 
the UBC.  

2:00 - 2:30PM

Bioenergy projects can be readily developed to displace high cost heating 
from propane and diesel fuel, while making use of local feedstock to support 
harvesting related employment.  Learn about bioenergy project examples 
and consider opportunities in your Territory.

SESSION 13

Bioenergy Projects

RICK CONNORS
President & CEO,
Gitxsan Development Corporation

Rick has over 30 years experience in the forest 
products industry and has extensive experience 
at senior Management and Operational levels. 

He has held management and executive 

management positions in a broad range of 
industries including forest products, oil and gas, 
nuclear containment, high-tech and the wine 
industry. In addition, he has acted as principal in 
and/or consultant to numerous venture capital 
companies, bringing them from conception 
through to public listing. Rick is a graduate from 

the University of Waterloo with a BASc. in 

As President and CEO of Gitxsan Development 

Corporation (“GDC”), he is responsible for the 

overarching management and success of the 
business operations of the Gitxsan Nation. 
Created by the 65 hereditary Chiefs of the 

Gitxsan, GDC melds the traditional governance 
of the Gitxsan with the contemporary needs of 
global business.

Chemical Engineering and has executive 
management certification from IMD in 
Lausanne, Switzerland. 
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2:35 - 3:15PM Nutrition, Networking Break and Tradeshow Visit

REZTECH 2020

3:20 - 3:50PM

Wind power offers one of the most commercially effective forms of 
renewable energy generation. Gain key insights into technology trends, 
market developments, and other factors impacting wind power 
development on your Territory. 

SESSION 14

Wind Energy Projects

JAMES GRIFFITHS
Development Specialist 
Sunspear Microgrid
James has over 17 years of experience 
developing large scale clean energy projects 
including wind, solar and hydro power projects. 
James has experience in environmental 
assessment, regulatory hearings, project design, 
strategic planning, project management, 
community engagement, and First Nations 

engagement. He is trained in conflict resolution, 
coaching, leadership, and group facilitation and 
has experience working alongside governments 

and First Nations. 

James has managed development for dozens of 
energy projects in Western Canada, and has 

successfully led projects through design, 

Environmental Assessment approval, bidding 

for and securing a Power Purchase Agreement 
and Due Diligence during project sale. 

James has served as Chair of the Wind 
Committee in BC’s renewable energy 
association, advising on government policy, 
research, and public relations. James teaches 
a course in wind energy development at the 
BC Institute of Technology. He completed a 
M.Sc. in Environment and Management at the 

Royal Roads University in 2008 and a B.Sc. in 

Physics and Astronomy in 2002.
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6:30 - MIDNIGHT All Delegate Banquet Dinner with Live Entertainment and 
Dancing in the River Rock Theatre 
Sponsored by Allteck Line Contractors

From the Star Blanket Cree Nation in 
Saskatchewan, Terri-Anne recently burst 
onto the Aboriginal music scene to rave 
reviews. Enjoy her unique voice and 
individual take on some classic songs.

TERRI-ANNE STRONGARM

S T R DAPRIL 21  – 23  2020, RIVER ROCK CASINO

4:00 - 4:30PM What Have I learned at the Conference 
and how to do I apply that knowledge?

Squamish Rockers Bitterly Divinewill 
blow the roof off at our banquet dinner!

BITTERLY DIVINE

REZTECH 2020

TEWANEE JOSEPH
CEO, 
Tewanee Consulting Group

GEOFF GREENWELL
President 
Aboriginal Capacity Builders Ltd.

Tewanee Joseph and Geoff Greenwell will facilitate a question and answer 
session to wrap up the conference.


